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COLOR SLIDE COLLECTION 

The Society has two excellent collections of 35-mm. color slides 
for loan to its members and to garden clubs at no cost except 
postage one way and safe del ivery insurance. The postage to you 
will be paid by the Society; the return postage by the borrower. 
One set of slides was assembled principally to fit the needs of 
garden clubs and other organizations. The other set is for 
people who wish to learn to know the different species of 
Penstemons and is designed especially to show the botanical 
points relied on for identification. 

APPLY TO THE CUSTODIAN WHO IS: MR. JAMES E. TAYLOR, 52 EASTWOOD, 
HUTCHINSON, KS 67501 

PENSTEMON FIELD IDENTIFIER 

We still have all sections available. Prices are $1.50 per 
section, the set for $12.00 postpaid. Overseas buyers should add 
75c per section or $5.00 for the full set for postage. Checks 
should be made payable to KENNETH LODEWICK. Checks made to the 
Society will be returned. 

Section I Pacific Northwest (Revised edition) 
Secti on II Ca 1 iforni a, Al aska and Northeas t As i a (Revi sed 

edition) 
Section III Nevada and Utah 
Section IV Mexico. Arizona and New Mexico 
Section V Rocky Mountain and East 
SectionVI Genus Chionophila and material on how to 

identify Penstemons 
Section VII Indexes. Keys. Bibliography. etc. 
Section VIII No longer available. corrections made in 

Parts I and II now included in those parts. 
Other corrections now on a single sheet 
included with Parts I and II. 

Section IX Species added since 1960. 

ORDER FROM: KENNETH LODEWICK, 2526 UNIVERSITY ST., 
EUGENE, OR 97403 
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MATERIAL ~ OUR LIBRARY 

The Society has a library for use by its members. The librarian 
is: Mrs. Elizabeth Bolender, '.t Cox Arboretum. 6733 Springboro 
Pike, Dayton. OH 45449: Attention. Penstemon Library. Material 
may be borrowed under the following conditions: 

Number that ~ be taken at ! time: 

Bulletins of the Society and Studies in Penstemon~. one at a 
time. 

Ti me that materi a 1 ~ be kept: Two weeks free. The thi rd and 
fourth weeks. 5(/ per week. 
L i mi t four weeks. 

Expenses: The Society will pay the expense to you. You pay 
the postage and insurance charge to return the 
material. 

Following is ! list of material that f!!!. be borrowed: 

Bulletins of the Society from the first one. 1946 to date. 
Studi es in Penstemons No 1. (Habroanthus). No .f (Dasanthera ). 
No ~ (Eastern Species), No ~ (Anul arius), No §. (Aurator). 
(All of these were prepared by Ralph Bennett) 
History of the American Penstemon Society. 
Manual for Beginners With Penstemon 
The California Penstemons by Percy C. Everett. 

Rancho Santa Ana Botanical Garden. 
Bulletin of the American Rock Garden Society.specialPenstemon 

number 
Penstemon in Your Garden by Glenn Viehmeyer. 
The National Horticulture Magazine. special number on 

Penstemons. Jan. 1951. 
Taxonomy in Simple Language. by Ralph Bennett. 
The Scrophulariacea of Eastern Temperate North America. 

by Francis W. Pennell. Nov. 1935. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

Dear fellow penstemon lovers, 

Except for those unfortunates condemned to live in tropical 
climates (where penstemons don't grow very well), winter means a 
reluctant respite from garden tasks. Of course, even in frigid 
climates, dedicated gardeners find excuses to go out and check up; 
if there isn't any snow, it's fascinating to see the patterns of 
tw ig and bronzy winter tones. Penstemons are a prominent part of 
the winter garden since so many species are evergreen, or everblue 
and every shade between these two poles of winter color. The 
\.flblooming rosettes or mats or mounds of penstemons are with us 
all the time, and yet we dwell with monotonous regularity on the 
bloom alone. In rigorous climates, such as that of Colorado, 
there is always the guessing game of "will it make it?" This 
winter, Penstemon grinnellii (obviously used to milder climes) 
looks promising. The shrubbies, accustomed to milder, mistier 
Northwestern skies, are badly burned around their leaf margins by 
the hot, southern sun. ~ davidsonii, unquestionably hardy to 
cold, looks miserable every winter here--freeze dried by the 
southern sun. Fortunately, these bloom on new wood, and by late 
spring the new foliage hides the ravages of winter. Most 
penstemons are ironclad plants, unfazed by cold or heat or sun. I 
have al ways suspected that provided a steep, gravel bank with no 
competition, a penstemon plant would like forever, blooming 
magnificently form year to year. 

Even when snow settles in deeply, penstemons are still 
conspicuous (unless the gardener is so tidy as to clean up all the 
upright stalks), for the spires of last year's blooms make a 
dramatic, dark upright counterpoint against the silent, horizontal 
snow. At this point, even the most fanatical gardener will have 
to go inside again to warm up, and catch up on the numerous 
neglected chores that wait for winter days. Seed catalogs, 
book s, references, plans, - -surel y fa r more paperwork gets done in 
cold winter climates than in the tropics where you can garden year 
round! 

What a wealth of penstemons in floras and technical books 
which show enormous promise! And yet, how meagre and fraught with 
error are the penstemon listings in seed catalogs. Even Thompson 
and Morgan--which illustrates Penstemon al pinus (invariably a 
dazzling blue) with a liver-hued hybrid of ~ barbatus. 

Our work is cut out for us; not only is there much to learn 
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and to do in the coming year, there is the task of communicating 
and sharing what we know with others. How fortunate that the 
American Penstemon Society has exi sted for so many decades to 
serve as a forum for our knowledge and enthusiasm. 

You will find a brochure for Alpines '86 enclosed in this 
issue of the APS Bulletin. This is an international conference 
that takes place once every ten years in the United States where 
a1 pine plant enthusiasts meet to study and enjoy their special 
plants. Since there are so many penstemons growi ng in the west, 
many members of our society are also active in the American Rock 
Garden Society. Traditionally, there has been a penstemon 
"caucus" with large meetings of the ARGS. On this occasion, the 
caucus has been expanded into an all-day meeting and evening 
banquet where members can meet all day long and really get things 
done. You are invited to join in on this special occasion. 

See you in Colorado! 

Panayoti Ke1aidis 

EDITOR'S MESSAGE 

While putting the Bulletin together is a tough job, looking 
back now that it is finished, I have a warm feeling, primarily 
because of copying the report of the trip Ame1 Priest made with 
Dr. Carl Worth back in 1947, and then receiving his recent report 
in which he retraced part of that trip while traveling to Arizona 
where he and his wife now spend the winter. The other trip 
reports add zest to the desire to "hit the penstemon trai 1." 

But Ame1 is special! He was a charter member of the 
Society, served as its first Treasurer, has served as director of 
a number of correspondence circles, published and distributed the 
Bulletin for a number of years while Ralph Bennett was Editor, 
but dropped out for a period of years when farm duties absorbed 
too much of his time. He returned to the Society after retiring, 
and, as you will note, is an active "penstemaniac". I have not 
met Arne1 but we correspond and exchange penstemon material. 

Again, Bob Davenport has provided excellent photographs for 
this issue of the Bull etin. We have both nice detail of the 
inflorescence as well as a view of its growing conditions. 
Thanks Bob! 

I appreciate the extracts the Robin Directors have provided 
to me from which I gather garden reports. I am not ab1 e to use 
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all of them, but I try to select material that is most 
informative about growing conditions and performance. 

You will note that our Membership Secretary, Orville 
Steward, has moved back to Plymouth, Vermont, his horne. We have 
provided envelopes with his address in order to assist members in 
forwarding dues to him at his new address. I gather that Orville 
has decided to retire permanently. He works hard to keep the 
membership list current. As you know, we are all volunteers but 
we try to maintain professional standards at all times. I slip 
up once-in-a-while and it causes me deep pain when I find that I 
have pull ed a "boo-boo". 

Take note of what we are attempting to add to our 
publications as reported under the title of "Looking to the 

Future ." 
May I also again call to your attention the fact that we 

have achieved NON PROFIT status with the IRS and also have been 
approved for NON PROFIT MAILING status, at least for United 
States mail. Thi s took a consi derab 1 e amount of paperwork and 
study of Government regulations; John C.S. Grant, one of our 
members in Connecticut, was most helpful in getting rne started 
with this project. I thank him! 

George Yingling 

COVER PENSTEMON 

The following information was taken from a tentative booklet 
on Section Aurator by Ralph Bennett compiled in 1965. This 
treatise was based on keys and authorative descriptions by Dr. 
Keck, Dr. Pennell, Dr. Cronquist and Gladis Nisbet, supplemented 
by notes taken by Ralph in the National Herbarium. Ralph stated 
that the material is not guaranteed to be completely accurate, 
and some features of the descriptions could not be supplied, but 
he considered it as fair1 y good as far as it goes. 

Penstemon Eriantherus Pursh 
(Eri!!ltherus) 

A fairly low and quite small, somewhat alpine-looking little 
plant, with a basal tuft of narrow gray leaves, and two or three 
erect stems up to a foot high, quite leafy with small grayish
green leaves, and having very large broadly bell-shaped flowers 
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of purplish-violet, red-purple, or (jeep blue-purple, in dense 
terRI i na 1 c 1 us ters. 

A very attractive plant with flowers that look immense. 
Does well in prairie gardens, but is difficult el sewhere, and 
seldom lives past its first blooming season. Very widespread in 
nature. 

Range: 

Western North Dakota, South Dakota and Nebraska, westward 
throughout Montana and all but southwestern Wyoming to Spokane 
County, Washington, avoiding Idaho by way of southern Alberta and 
B riti sh columbia. (Keck) 

Dry, open places in the plains, valleys and foothills, 
sometimes ascending to moderate elevations in the mountains: 
North Dakota to Nebraska and northern Colorado, west to 
southeastern Bri ti sh Columbia, central Washi ngton, and central 
Oregon. (Cronquist) 

Botanical Description 

Stems one to several, ascending and then erect, 4"-12" high, 
quite leafy, minutely puberu1ent in lower part, white-woolly on 
upper part with gland-tipped hairs, grayish throughout; 

Ba~!l !~!!~~ mostly 1inear-1anceo1ate, varying to 
oblanceo1ate or occasionally ovate, acute, about 2" long, often 
much smaller and sometimes up to 5", about 1/2" wide, entire or 
with a few obscure distant teeth on slender petioles, grayish, 
rough-puberu1ent, more or less woolly (sometimes looking smooth) 

Ste~ 1ea.ves occasionally linear to more often linear
lanceolate to sometimes narrowly oblong, acute, about 2" long, 
3/16"-1/2" wi de, enti re or remotely dentate, grayi sh-green, 
minutely rough~puberulent, more or less woolly, especially on the 
veins ; 

Bracts, the lowest ones 1eaflike and very conspicuous, same 
shape as upper leaves, about 1-1/2" long by 1/2" wide, same shape 
as leaves, the upper ones less conspicuous and narrower but still 
noticeable, puberulent; 

Inflorescence a terminal cluster which is sometimes expanded 
into a short spike, one third to one half length of stem; when 
extended, each cluster many flowered, the flowers on short 
peduncl es or none, the branches densely gl andul ar-hai ry; 
~ 7-13 mm. long, lanceolate, acuminate, entire, not 

scarious, densely white-woolly with gland-tipped (sticky) hairs; 
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Coroll a 20-35 mm. long, 9-14 mm. wide, broadly bell-shaped, 
almost as broad as long, the mouth gaping, the throat strongly 
inflated, not contracted to the orifice, distinctly 2-lipped, the 
lower lip longer than the upper, the upper lobes projecting 
forward, the lower ones extending straight down, all lobes 
rounded and nearly equa.l, hairy on outside with sparse minute 
hairs, densely white-hairy over bases of lower lobes within, not 
or only slightly glandular, pale purplish-violet, red-purple, or 
deep b lue-purp 1 e; 

Stami node conspicuously exserted, slender, only slightly 
en la rged a t apex, prominentl y woolly-bearded throughout its 
length with long, yellow hairs; 

Anther sacs 1.1-1.8 mm. long, ovate, as wide as long, 
opening throughout with long line of contact nearly equaling 
length of sac, widely divaricate, explanate or nearly so, smooth 
(in spite of name of species), light violet; 

Capsule 7-12 mm. long, exceeded by the sepals, glandular
puberulent; 

Seeds 2-3 mm. long, brown. 

(Keck, 1938): NA species of so wide a distribution not 
unnaturally displays considerable variation. This affects many 
of the prominent characters including size of plant as a whole 
and of its various parts individually, pubescence, leaf-shape, 
flower color, bearding within the corolla, degree of explanation 
in the anther-cell sand thei r shape, etc. Were two or more of 
these variables to become fixed over a portion of the range of ~ 
eriantherus, thereby establishing a recognizable geographic unit, 
it would be desirable to name such a unit. 

As this goes to press I (Dr. Keck) learn that careful field 
studies during the past summer by Dr. F. W. Pennell have 
disclosed the occurrence of two races in western Montana that 
differ appreciably from each other and that stand out from other 
forms in thi s variable species because each occurs over a 
considerable area to the exclusion of other races. 

In the vacinity of Bozeman, many collections were made of a 
race in which the flowers attain maximum size for the species. 
Apparently most, if not all, of the material from Gallatfn County 
is assignable to thi s unit. It may be designated var. grandis. 
In Beaverhead County, a low, small-flowerd form with narrowly 
linear stem leaves occurs exclusively. This is var. redactus. 

The type of ssp.salfen is a specimen with unusual leaf-shape 
and toothing not shared by other collections from that region. To 
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attempt to expand that concept to include all materials form 
western Montana northwestward leads into serious difficulties, 
for one must depend upon leaf characters in some cases, on 
flower-size in others and purely on geographic location elsewhere 
as, for instance, in Missoula County, Montana. Thus, I believe 
that for practical considerations this species must be treated 
rather broad1 y. Suffici ent detail must sti 11 be observed to 
satisfactorily separate ~ whitedii and its subspecies from f:. 
eriantherus, but there the line seems to mark closely related 
ecospecies." 

Ra1 ph Bennett note: Or. C ronqui st in Vascular Plants of the 
PacHi c Northwest, 1959, has made whitedii a variety of 
eriantherus, but I am treating it separately in this article. 
Whitedi i has subspecies of its own and in my opinion making it a 
variety of another speCies makes the situation too complex for 
all except professi ona 1 taxonomi sts. 

A NEW PENSTEMON 

Several botanists have described new species of Penstemon in 
the past few years. The speCies which has been named most 
recently is Penstemon floribundus Danley. 

David Danley is Naturalist at Sun River Resort, Sun River, 
Oregon, and a graduate of Oregon State University. Two years ago 
a friend of his went backpacking in the Black Rock Desert of 
Nevada--several thousand square miles without a road--and brought 
back a few pressed flowers. One was a saccate penstemon that 
o anl ey coul d not key out to any known speci es. Named Penstemon 
f10ribundus by him, it is now been officially published in 
Brittonia (v.37, no. 3, July-Sept. 1985). The drawing 
accompanying the article shows that the plant does have Mabundant 
flowers" as the name suggests. 

Although closely related to P. kingii, the new species 
looks quite different, with big leaves and flowers crowded 
together on a short stem. The pubescence is unusual, occurring 
as dots rather than hairs. Unfortunately, it will be a long time 
before anyone el se makes the long hike through the desert to 
photograph ~ floribundus or collect seed. One wonders how many 
other unknown species are left to be discovered in out-of-the-way 
places. 
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NORTHWEST APS MEETING 

Reno, Nevada, site of the APS Northwest group meeting, was 
too far off for our northern members to attend, but members form 
New Mexico, southern California and Colorado were able to come 
instead. Twelve APS members, with four friends-or-re1ations, 
gathered on Friday evening, July 19, 1985, at the home of meeting 
hosts Carl and Shirley Backman. lively conversation was 
continually interrupted as we welcomed late arrivals. Shirley 
served a marvellous dinner (she had to copy her cold-zucchini
soup recipe for several cooks). 

later that evening we went back to a meeting room in the 
(University of Nevada) College Inn, where most of us were 
staying, for a slide show. The scheduled speaker was away at a 
more important job--fi ghti ng one of the summer's bad forest 
fires. The substitute program was Ken and Robin lodewick's "What 
is a Penstemon: which has had revisions and additions since it 
was shown last year in Denver. The speakers asked for comments 
on improving the program and received some helpful ideas. 

Because hot weather came early and the meeting was held 
later than the last time the group met in Reno (in 1978), pents 
in the Backman' garden were, tantal izing, past blooming, and so 
were the low-elevation wild species we saw before. However, five 
penstemons species, new to many of us, were waiting just across 
the California line. The next two days we spent flower hunting 
above 7000 feet elevation in the Sierra Nevadas. 

Saturday morning members of the Northern Nevada Native Plant 
Society, including master gardener and lewisia expert Margaret 
Williams, joined ,the group to show us one of their favorite areas 
near Donner Summit. Several people who preferred sauntering to 
hiking stayed near the cars parked on old highway 40. The rest 
of us (led by Tearless Virlfs" Fisher of the NNNPS) hiked four 
miles along the Pacific Crest Trail, up and down, up and down, 
and then some more. We passed granite cliffs, twisted pine 
trees, 1 ittle lakes and meadows to reach cars we had left on 
Interstate 80 at Summit. 

Margaret Williams had given out plant lists for the trail 
which helped us identify new species and unusual forms of old 
friends. We found purple mats of Nam! 10bbii among the hot 
rocks; glowing persimmon-color l11ium parvulD in deep woods; small 
Mimulus primuloides pflosellus, big Veratrum calffornicum (called 
"corn 111y") and short Holodiscus boursier1. One Dodecatheon 
alpinum was still blooming. Sidalcea glaucescens and Spiraea 
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densifl ora were common, and labrador tea showed up beside one 
lake. Mimu1us lewisii, however, grows in dusty soil down there 
and has pale pink-and-yellow flowers! 

A nd there were Penstemons. We saw scores of two shrubbi es: 
blue-leaved and b1ue-purple-flowered f:. azureus (with saccate 
anthers) and bri ght red f:. newberryi ssp. berryi (known by its 
exserted wooly anthers). There were several tufts of ~ 
graci lentus (another saccate). The rest of the blue-purple to 
rosey-purp1e pents along the trail were Proceri and confusing. A 
few ~ rycbergi i var. oreochari s (formerly f:. oreochari s) coul d 
be identified by being glabrous throughout, but the many similar 
plants with more or less pubescent inflorescences probably had to 
be . ~ heterodoxus, even though somewhat below its 8000 foot 
minimum e1evatim. 

Cruld these two species be interbred here? The surprising 
thing is that ill specimens checked by us had very long narrow 
sepals with scarious and unusually extremely erose or even 
1aciniate margins. Heterodoxus sepal s are supposed to be "more 
or less entire": rydbergii sepal s, in the western subspecies, are 
"usually entire." laciniate sepals are a characteristic of the 
Rocky Mountain subspecies of rycbergii I Even stranger, in some 
cases the plants even had scarious erose bracts which we have 
never seen or heard of before. 

Back in Reno, those who were ambitious went on to visit the 
Arboretum where a fi ne rock garden 1 s being buil t with some 
plants already blooming including Edelweiss. After the treat of 
a spicy dinner at a family-st;yle Basque restaurant, the Backmans 
took some of us to a garden on State Fish and Wild life 
Department grounds where a southern Nevada endemic, ~ 
rubicundus, was in bloom. This species has a stout stalk with 
big pink flowers; it may be related to P. palmeri. 

We then met at the Inn again to see members' slides and hold 
a short business meeting chaired by APS Panayoti Ke1aidis. A 
collection was made to cover the host's expenses, and a number of 
seedlings brought by the Kelaidises were distributed. After 
hearing Panayoti describe plans for the Second International 
I nterim Rock Garden Conference to be held in July in Boulder, 
Colorado, the consensus of the group was that our Northwest 
meeting should be held there, the evening before the Conference, 
in connection with a dinner for attending APS members from all 
over the country. 

Sunday morni ng Margaret opened her garden to us; it is a 
hilltop of rocks to which flowers and trees have been added, and 
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just as beautiful as last ti me we were there, though fewer plants 
were in bloom. From there a two-hour drive across flat desert 
and up into green mountains took us south of lake Tahoe and west 
on Highway 88 to the atart of the Winnemucca lake Trail. 

The route goes up steeply through a natural rock garden past 
blue PolelOOnium ca1ifornicum and lupine, golden Eriogonum and 
cl umps of P enstemon newberryi berryi and ~ heterodoxus. 
Reaching a rolling plateau with snowy peaks in the distance, we 
found Wyethia and Iris missouriensis by a small lake, pink 
"scarlet g11ia," and the amazing two-fnch-high white gilia, 
Ipomopsis congesta. 

A total hour and a half of hiking brought us to the 
highlight of the weekend--al pine meadows blazing with color: 
larkspur; red, orange, and green pai ntbrushes (the green was 
probably castilleja pilosa; yellow and white potentillas; iris; 
bistort and sunflowers; queen's lace; spirea and asters--and one, 
for sure, p1 ant of ~ heterodoxus, tiny, dark, blue-purple, 
fuzzil y glandu1 ar-pubescent. Alas, those of us who needed to 
head for home early had to turn back almost as soon as we came to 
this paradise, leaving the rest to climb to higher meadows where 
specifically beautiful Primulas grow. 

Thanks for a beautiful meeting, Shirleyl 

Those attendi ng the 1985 meeti ng were: 
Carl and Shirley Backman (Reno Nevada) 
Panayoti and Gwen Ke1aid1s (Denver, CO 
Ted Kipping (San FrancisCO, CAl 
Ken and Robin lodewick (Eugene, OR) 
James and Betsy Miller (Wrightwood, CAl 
Bill and Margaret Morti mer (the Millers' daughter-in-law and son

i n-1 aw from San Di ego, CA ) 
Ramona 0 sburn (J ack sonvill e, OR) 
Erma P1l z and friend EHen Reed (New Mexico NPS) from 

(A1buquerque,NM) 
leonard and Dorothy Pollard (logan Utah) 

SEEDS NEEDED-Utah Division of Wildlife Resources, U.S. Forest 
Service and Utah Dept. of Agriculture are working on establishing 
seed quality testing standards for P. palmeri, ~ str1ctus and f:. 
eatoni1- They are in desperate need of additional sources of 
seeds of these three species to establish reliable standards. 
Any member knowing where small lots (1/4 - 1/2 lbs.) Rlay be 
obtained contact: Mr Richard Stevens, Project leader, 15 S. Main 
St, Ephraim, UT 84627. 
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THE ECOLOGY OF PENSTEMON HAYDENII 

(Extracts of presentation by Dr. James Stubbendieck at the 
meeting of the Midwest Group of the American Penstemon Society, 
June 8, 19 85 ) 

TIP habi tat of the "blowout penstemon." Penstemon haydeni i. 
is the Sandhills area of North Central Nebraska. Blowouts occur 
when the cover is destroyed. as by prairie fires in pre
settlement days, The species was first collected by Professor F. 
V. Hqyden. crossing the region on his way to Yellowstone in 1887. 
His collected specimens became mixed with those he obtained later 
in Wyoming. causing initial confusion among botanists. But 
~ hayden; i never grew there. Dr.Raymond Pool described ~ 
h~denii as "One of the most abundant plants" of its area. but by 
the 1930's it had begun to disappear. In 1968 only about 30 
plants could be found. and subsequently for a while it was 
thought to be extinct. 

Reasons for the decline were (1) there was less blowing sand 
because prairie fires became infrequent or non-existent over the 
area due to settlement activities; and (2) droughts of the 1930's 
and mid-1950's depleted the remaining plants. In 1979 Dr. Ron 
Weedon started an effort to find blowout penstemons. He found a 
few. The effort increased, covering large areas and being 
attended by widespread publicity. Many persons called to say 
they thought they had these penstemons. but from over one hundred 
"leads". only three resulted in ac~ually finding any P. haydenii. 

The plant takes two quite different forms. As a seedling it 
is viney with narrow leaves and hard to see. As a blooming plant 
it is spectacular and conspicuous. But after it blooms. it again 
becomes hard to find. 

TIP multi-stemmed perennial plants spread underground. In a 
blowout the plant starts to stabilize the moving sand. No other 
plants come in to crowd it out. 

Eight naturally occurring populations have now been found, 
conSisting of perhaps 2.000 plants. Most are in Garden County. 
Nebraska. Flower color varies a little in the pink-lavender 
range. some being lighter. Some pure whites have been found. but 
these produce no seed. Only twice in four or five years have any 
natural seedlings been found. 

TIP objectives o.f thi s program have been (1): to increase 
the population of ~ haydenii; and (2): to increase its range. 
We first collected seed in the fall of 1981. We knew the seeds 

10 

i 
1 
i 

1 
1 

were hard to germinate, so we scarified them. This process 
increased the germination rate from 10 percent to 59 percent. We 
experimented with different storage (seed) temperatures but found 
no effect. Some seeds have been stored four years without 
showing much difference in germination; but after that period 
there is defi nite decH ne in vi abil ity. When we gave scarifi ed 
seed a running water soak. we obtained 94 per cent germination. 
We planted seedlings in commercial planting tubes designed for 
pi ne seedl i ngs. 

TIP plantlets were set out in a grid pattern in holes made 
with a broom handle. They were spaced at least 6 inches apart. 
TlPy were set while sand was wet; no water was added. By virtue 
of these plantings. we extended the range of this species down 
along the Platte River VaHey. 

Flora Sandoz. daughter of Jules Sandoz (made famous by the 
book Old Jules by Mar; Sandoz), is a rancher in the Sandhills. 
and has reestab 1 i shed some ~ haydeni i on her 1 and. It was "01 d 
Jules- favorite flower. and had disappeared from their ranch over 
20 years ago. The Nature Conservancy has purchased the Graves 
Ranch north of Oshkosh, Nebraska, near the Crescent lake National 
Wildlife Refuge. ~ haydenii is found here also. and the stand 
w ill thus be protected. 

Plans are to continue the propagation res~arch on this 
penstemon in the future. Sandra Primard is working with tissue 
culture on this species. The white ones are being propagated 
from cuttings. The blowout penstemon is the rarest plant in the 
Great Plains. and little is really known about it from the 
ecological standpoint. 

In summary. these were the accomplishments of this program: 
(1) We have learned how many we have--about 2.000 plants. 

Perhaps some remain to be found. 
(2) We have learned how to grow them from seed. 
(3) We have given plants to So11 Conservation Service Plant 

Materials Centers and others. 
(4) We have established a preserve. 
(5) We have obtained its official listing as an endangered plant 
(6) We have collected and distributed a lot of seed, much of it 

through the American Penstemon Society. 

In conclusion. we have done about all that we can do. The 
rest is up to others such as the American Penstemon Society. 
TlPre should be widespread horticultural interest in this plant, 
as it is one of only two penstemon species that are fragrant. 
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(The other is P. pa.lmerH 
To handle the seeds: (1) Soak them in water two hours; (2) 

Scarify them with a razor blade nick; (3) Plant immediately; (4) 
Fer a medium, us.e pure wet sand and lay the seed on the surface. 
cover with a 11 ttle sand on top, then lay plastic over the 
surface, ant! (5) don't water too .much. Expect one plant out of 
lOto 30 seeds. We spray seedlings once a week with a fungicide, 
and give them fresh air and sunshine. W~en placed in garden 
surroundings, the plants cannot tolerate close competition of 
other plants. 

YERTICILLIUM INFECTION 
by 

Loring Jones, Moscow, Idaho 

In a Robin communi.cation 1 mentioned a commercial production 
fie1 d of P enstemM I!.!!meri near Nampa, Idaho. It was under 
contract by Native Plants, Inc.topon Newbill, grower. This was 
a beautiful field the first year and I thought it would be Ha 
sight to behold" the following season in full production. Well, 
the next spring the fie1 d was all plowed up because of 
Vertic1llium infectioo. PotatQ growing areas in southern Idaho 
become highly contaminated with L. albo~atrum. Attacks by this 
fungus often 1 eads to secondary infection by other sol1 
organisms. Palmer penstemon must be highly susceptible to this 
wilt organism. This may explain what happens in native stands 
because according to Dr. B111 Simpson, of U. of Idaho. Parma 
Statim. Parma Idaho. this verticillium organism is indigenous to 
many soil s in the Wild. 

The Newbil1s had another field producing Penstemon eatonii. 
This was not damaged and they harvested a seed crop from it. I 
thought the enclosure of "On the Road with Operation Wildflower" 
would be of interest. 

LOOKING TO THE FUTURE 
We have a projectu.nderway to provide step-by-step instruct

ions for identifying penstemon species along with an identifi
cation grid. Al'\Yone with comments or ideas contact the Editor. 
We hope to have a first draft to present to the gathering in 
Boo1der in June. Requests have been made for a 11st of how to 
pronounce various penstemon species names--perhaps next issue! 
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ON THE ROAD WITH OPERATION WILDFLOWER 
by 

Marlene Fritz 
UI Agriculture Information 

At the Federal Highway Administration, they call it 
Operation Wildflower. For the past few years, roadsides have 
been beautified, soil loss and weed spread have been reduced, 
cover has been provi ded for wil dl i fe, and hi ghway monotony--and 
with it the risk of accident--have been decrease~ 

This season at the So11 Conservation Service's Plant 
Material Center at Aberdeen. Idaho, Operation Wildflower is in 
full bloom with extensive studies on penstemons. The work is 
being conducted by Chuck Howard, manager of the center, and his 
staff. The facility is located at the UI Agricultural Research 
and Extension Center in Aberdeen. 

Penstemons ~ sho~.l ~i1dflowers. which resemble 
snapdragons. They can grow to three feet, depending on species, 
and produce red, blue or white flowers that bloom from June 
through Jul y. 

Penstemons have been planted along Idaho Highways near 
Plummer, White Bird and Mesa Hill and the interstate freeway near 
Glenns Ferry, Hammett, Twin Falls, Raft River and Inkom, as well 
as many smaller sites. 

"People call and complement us on the flowers and say. 'Oh, 
I thought they were just natural,' said John Rinard, vegetation 
manager for the Idaho Transportation Department at Boise. "They 
aren't. They're t~e result of a lot of hard work by many people." 

Rinard noted that the major advantage of penstemons over 
other native wildflowers is that they grow where nothing else 
will. 

According to Howard, penstemons offer good ground cover, are 
drought tolerant, grow in shallow soils and on harsn sites, are 
palatable to some degree to wildlife and livestock--and, in 
addition, they're attractive. "If we're going. to use something 
on highways to break the monotony, they have to be colorful 
enough for peop1 e to see them," he sai do 

Many native wildflowers are di fficu1t to establ ish, not 
lending themselves readily to cultivation or seed production. 
Howard is selecting among the penstemon in his plots those with 
the most viable seed and the most vigorous seedlings. 

Rinard said it is the policy of the Idaho Transportation 
Department to promote the growth of native and other adaptable 
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vegetation on roadsides as is compatible with safe highway use. 
attractive appearance and mini mum maintenance. 

NThe major purpose of seeding roadsides is to establish 
roadbeds." he said, ~ut if we can make it look a little nicer 
while we're stabilizing it. fine, let's do that. That's where 
Operation Wildflower-comes in." 

Loring stated that both Chuck Howard and John Rinard are good 
friends of his and are enamored with penstemons--they deserve our 
support! 

ON THE PENSTEMON TRAIL WITH CARL WORTH 
By Amel Priest 

( A request has been made to repeat the story of Amel Priest's 
trip with Dr. Carl Worth which was made in 1947. It is most 
interesting and quite revealfn~ The original has been edited 
without removing any of the penstemon data.) 

I had been dreaming for years of making a trip into the 
mountains to see ~enstemons. but had never been able to do so. It 
just happened that things broke favorably this year. Carl said 
in one of his letters that he would like to make a trip this year 
with someone who had a car. I had a car and. for the first time. 
an opportunity to get away from the farm. We soon had the 
arrangements made for me to meet him in Denver. 

We reached Denver on Sunday. July 26. and on Monday Mrs. 
Priest and I went to Berthoud Pass. elevation over 11.000 
feet. Whippleanus was growing there in two color forms--a 
greenish white and a dark plum purple. These are the same ones 
Ral ph Bennett saw. but he describes them in slightly different 
terms. Lower down in the valleys unilateralis (now ~ virgatus 
var asa-grayi) grew abundantly. In one place where road work was 
being done, a dwarf blue penstemon grew. but as we were in one
way traffic. I could not stoP. much to my disgust. 

On Tuesday I met Carl Worth at the Union Depot in Denver. 
and we embarked from there on our wild and woolly jaunt through 
the desert and over mounta; n top in search of new and 
unintroduced varieties of penstemon for our gardens. Leaving 
Mrs. Priest with her relatives. Carl and I headed south in my 
Ford pickup truck on the main highway toward Colorado Springs and 
El Paso. 
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The first penstemon of the trip appeared south of Colorado 
Springs. Grabbing a seed sack we raided a small hill and picked 
many spikes. The seeds were not completely dryas yet. The 
plant was of the Coerulei group. probably secundif1orus. We saw 
it again around Pueblo, seemingly a dwarfer form. 

South of Pueblo we stopped by a little pinyon-covered flat 
and Carl let out a yip. There was auriberbis. the gold-bearded 
penstemon ln ripe seed; again we reaped. This is a dwarf with 
narrow leaves. 

We turned west at Walsenburg for a short distance so as to 
get on the road to Santa Fe. Our first camp was in La Yeta Pass 
in southern Colorado. The temperature was quite cold and the 
covers felt good. The pickup. a 1946 Ford. was covered with a 
poncho or waterproof canvas. Inside we had placed an old 
sanitary cot. the same width as the bed of the pick-up. and this 
was our home and sleeping quarters for the next five weeks. We 
just pulled off to the side of the road for the night. After 
listning to the roar of huge trucks all night. we decided it 
might be wise to pull off the main highway on to a side road 
thereafter at night. 

In the morning we found a beautiful dark blue penstemon 
growing on the bank of a highway cut opposite where we were 
camped. and on a hillside was more of it. It was probably 
alpinus. Seeds were too green to collect. much as we hated to 
pass it up. It is surprising how penstemons grow on these cuts 
along the roads. This was quite a beneficial characteristic as 
far as we were concerned. enabling us to spot them from the car 
while driving. I t also makes it possible for men with wives who 
do not like to drfve on small roads to look for penstemons with
out endangering the family unity. No doubt this applies also to 
wives whose husbands have similar inclinations. 

Proceeding on from the pass. we encountered some fine stands 
of unilateralis in full bloom and took some pictures. We headed 
south again and soon crossed the Colorado line into New Mexico. 
Farther along in New Mexico some high peaks intrigued us; so we 
pulled into a ranch, got a couple of horses. and headed for the 
mountains. Gracllis appeared at the base of the mountains, the 
seeds again green. Riding up a canyon, we encountered barbatus 
torreyi occasionally. Otherwise it was a dull, uninteresting 
trip florally. 

Arriving back at the ranch six hours later. the lady told us 
we owed twenty dollars each for the horses. This was IIOre than 
what is charged for horses in cities like Washington where a 
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horse can be hired for $1.75 an hour at any of the riding 
academies. Th1s woman was asking $3.33 an hour. My jaw dropped 
almost to my chest and I finally managed to ask her again to see 
if I had heard right; I had. Finding where the rancher was work
ing, we shuffled out across the sagebrush afoot to where he was 
doing some excavating. After some intense arguing, we got the 
bill down to fifteen dollars for the two of us, and we left much 
wiser. 

We camped on the desert south of Santa Fe that night. Next 
morning we drove into Albuquerque and went up to the university 
herbarium and checked over the penstemon specimens to see what we 
were likely to find in this vicinity. 

Afterwards we drove to the Sandia Rim which overlooks the 
Rio Grande Valley and Al buquerque. Six species of penstemons 
grow in these mountains, but we gathered seed of only two-
jamesif and gracil1s--which were growing down at the base. Part 
way up barbatus torreyi was in flower and we took some good 
pictures. Wh; ppleanus grew there. and up on the ri m. strictus 
and 01 iganthus. We got a small amount of green seed. probably 
not good. Deer apparently like penstemon, and those had been 
nipped off. 

Just before dark as we drove along in the desert we noticed 
ambiguus in full bloom. It was too late to take pictures and the 
seeds were too green to collect. We hoped see more plants again 
but never did. 

Again we camped on the desert. I said to Carl as we started 
to pull off the road, ·It looks Cpretty sandy. Maybe we'd better 
not pull off too far." Well we didn't. only about six feet. but 
the wheels dropped to the axil s in sand. So we just went to bed! 

About daylight next morning we heard the "clip-clop· of an 
oncoming horseman which proved to be a Mexican cowboy. I hailed 
him and he obligingly dropped h1s rfta over our front bumper. and 
wi th the aid of the motor and Carl's pushing. we were soon 
resting on terra firma again. Daily we seemed t~ add not only 
seeds of penstemon but grains of wisdom to our store of 
knowledge. 

Resuming our journey, we drove south to Socorro and thence 
west toward Magdalena 1n the western central part of the state. 
This was one of the highlights of our trip. for up on the rocky 
ledges in crevices and on sheer cl iffs grew one of the main 
attractions of our jaunt--t,. pinifolius. The plants were just 
going out of flower and the seeds were green. a great disap
pointment to us. However. we were able to dig a number of the 
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pine-leaved clumps with ample roots which we sent home. Should 
it prove amiable in cultivation. this dwarf species should be one 
of the very best for rock gardens. The flowers have somewhat the 
barbatus shape and color, but are smaller and more delicate. 

At Magdalena we spotted a plant of thurberi. a bushy 
species. in full bloom which. of course, called forth our 
cameras. This is a close relative of ambiguus. We also got some 
ripe seed off one of the blue-leaved Coerulei group. We had a 
swell camp midst the pinyons; supper and breakfast tasted good. 

Next day found us rolling back east to Sorocco and then east 
on another highway to Carizozo and into the Capitan Mountains 
where we searched high and low for ca.rdinal15 but with no 
success. As we were leaving those mountains. discouraged at our 
failure. Carl said. "Was that a penstemon spike?- We stopped and 
walked back and. sure enough. there was cardinalis. Again no 
ripe seed. in fact. many of the plants had not even bloomed at 
all. but we secured plants. There are many factors that add to a 
plant collector's woes, the weather being one of them. New 
Mexico bad had a dry year, the midsummer rains had held off. and 
everything was late. 

Considerably elated after our near failure, we took a small 
road south to Bonell's ranc h where we observed a wonderful 
irrigation well in operation and saw the results of giving water 
to those parched lands, proving that that 15 what they lack and 
not fertili ty. 

We camped that night near Ruidoso midst huge pines. We 
engaged horses for a climb the next day up Sierra Blanca, 
meanting White Mountain, ,levation 12.003 feet. a mountain in the 
Sierra Blanca range. 

About 6 a.m. we swung into saddles. Eleven times we crossed 
the rushing Rio Ruidoso, a beautiful trout stream, then up over a 
pass where a brown form of Delphinium grew, quite odd, also 
Lupine. Paint Brush, and many others along with t,. neomexicanus. 
It was a swell trail through the aspins and huge pines. 

Reaching the summit, we could see toward the sputhwest the 
white sands of the place of that name where Uncle Sam experiments 
with rockets and atom bo .. bs. Farther north up the. valley was the 
Mal Pias, I level land of bllCk lava formations. We snapped a 
few pictures. Al .. ost l .... ediately the clouds closed in around us 
and a cold rain started to fall, driven with stinging force by 
winds which seemed to swoop up .and out of the capyons. We were 
lucky to bave slickers. but even then we were chilled to the bone 
and our fingers became so numb we could hardly hang on to the 
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reins. Five p.m. found us back in camp after our 28-mile ride. 
From Ruidoso and the White Mountains we headed southwest and 

then south for Alamogordo and the Sacramento Mountains which are 
lower and dryer than the Whites. Desert flora covered the slopes 
here. Ocotillo and cacti were abundant. In a deep wash on a 
north slope we found alamosensis and, fer a wonder, in ripe seed. 
Some penstemons vary so extremely in choosing their home that 1t 
is a guess where to look until you spot a plant and get the 
situation they choose. Consequently we wasted some shoe leather 
before stumbling on to the fact that alamosensls grows only in 
the washes, evidentally for the protection they afford. We had 
not expected to fi nd p1nifolius on rock outcrops and huge 
boulders, nor cardinalis in the shade with the roots reaching out 
horizontally at the surface of the ground,just under the rotting 
leaf moul d. So where we found one species flourishing didn't 
guarantee the next one would be in the same sort of location. 

Leaving Alamogordo, we turned southwest and passed through 
the White Sands which look exactly like huge drifts ~f snow. All 
of this country is famous as Billy the Kid country. We covered a 
lot of territory that afternoon on the road to the west. We 
camped in southwestern Nt'w Mexico near the Arizona state line, 
the end of my first week from home. We felt pretty good with 
three more desirable penstemons under our belt, which as far as 
we knew had never been introduced to gardens. 

Morning found us in the Chiricahua Mountains in the 
southwest corner of Arizona where we found connatifol1us and 
barbatus torreyi. 

The next day was a complete flop. Nary a penstemon did we see, 
not even in Agua Prieta, in old Mexico. Arizona was dry. Some 
said it had not rained in three years, and in other locations 
they said it had been 18 months. 

Turning northward again after our futile ramble through 
southeastern Arizona, we drove to Tucson and checked over the 
herbarium sheets at the university. It was very hot here. The 
elevation was down to 2370 ft. The huge tree cactus Saguare, the 
state flower of Arizona, grew up on the slopes of the Santa 
Catalina Mountains. 

From Tucson we went straight north through Oraclo and Globe. 
That really is a road .up mountain sides and over narrow hogbacks. 
In the especially bad places of Single-track road, I asked Carl 
why he was leaning. He said he didn't want to get the truclc out 
of balance. 

On this road we got a lot of connatifolius seed. At Globe we 
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drove up toward Roosevelt Dam and found seed of sUblatus on dry, 
parched, rocky slopes. 

We cont1nue(Jnorth to Flagstaff. East of this city we 
stopped and walked out into the pines and found ophianthus in 
seed, mostl y shed . 

We pulled off the road east of· Flagstaff to campahd found 
that we had backed right into the midst of a colony of 
linar101des±. Out of Flagstaff on another road, we found 
l1narioides ~!!!pact1folius, a cute little dw~rf, in various 
shades of fo11age color--gray and light and dark green--all forms 
grow i ng together. Seeds were scarce. Bridgesii showed up 1 n 
road cuts and impressed me as better than tiarbatus or barbatus 
torreyf because of the large clumps and AUnterouS stems. 

At camp that evening we again pulled off the road into the 
midst .of penstemons, this time virgatus. 

Another red-letter day occurred when we spotted clutei 
growing in volcanic ash, this formation being pea-sized cinders, 
loose so you could scrape it with your foot. So those who have 
ash beds may be able to malceit feel at home. Seeds were not as 
ripe as we would have wished. but under the circumstances all we 
could do was gather the ripest and hope for the best. This is 
the smallest of the Spectab11es (now Peltanthera) Subsection and 
should be hardy. We collected a tall form df eatoni in ripe seed. 
We were drenched climbing up to the crater. and showers continued 
al1<1&y. with a wet-camp and cold supper/to greet us. 

Next day we entered the Grand Canyonr1m drive. The first 
gl ance down and across those cavernous depths fai r1y talces your 
breath away and leaves you awestruck lnd speechless with the 
immeMi~ of it atl. We saw congestus growing on top of the rim. 
Collecting or piclcing wfld flowers in nationa' ~arks or monuments 
is forbidden so we passed it up. 

Leaving the park "we fourideaesRftosus desert'lpicti. the 
latter two words meaning ·Pailtted Desert.·' Seeds of the dwarf 
ones are hard to nnd, the pods"!>.1n9 sal.H and scattered, so 
don't be surprised 'If your packet doesh't eontafn" m4ny'seeds. 

Around Chlorfdo we picked u~ seed ofl'tahensfson dry rocky 
slopes. On up tne canyon we r'n into m1cropWllus. a queer and 
unusual one, being a six-feot $hrub. very bushy. It had been so 
hot and dry that mos t of the haves had dropped, leaving the 
bushes dead looking. However. the wood was still green waiting 
for rafns. There were l1terally hundreds of seed pods on each 
bush. It made me w1sh I could make the same trip when things 
were in bloom and see the floral display. We also hit a dry wash 
with 
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three species growing on the banks--bicolor rosea. eatoni and 
another form of finarioides~ all in seed. ----

We went across Hoover Dam and into Neva •• ,through Las Vegu 
ane.! out on the .de,sert where we hunted for but hiled to find 

" .," , 

albomargfnatus. We did pick up bico10r. however. in its yellow 
fonn. we hoptl. . . 

We camped outside ofr La~ Vegas and woke up next morning in 
the city dUmP which sounds exceedingly bad. Well, we remembered 
the roar of diesel transports. at Laveta Pass lind so our efforts to 
get off the highways after dark sometimes. caused us to wake up in 
strange places. 

We spent an enjoyable three days in the. Charleston Mountains 
just west of LasVagas~ In Ky1 e Canyon we found. pal meri wi th 
scattered bloom. and here I had my first glimpse of eatoni in 
flower. 

We drove from Kyle to Lee canyon and camped; there were 
numerous deer. After tralllping. arou.nd consi4e,rab1y. we found 
keckH. but no seed whatever. so we took a few plants. After a 
hard search and a lot of climbing. we finally 'ocated a few plants 
of t hompsonae j aegert. where you would 1 ea.st .. expect to fi nd a 
penstemon. It grows under pines in a fine silty pine duff. We 
gathered a few seeds. 

Tie fire guide in Kyle had two horses and offered to loan one 
to Carl fora~rfp up Charlston Peak; so LJoafed while he and 
Carl made the trip. I ga~hered seed of palmeri and.went ".nto town 
for mail and supplies. Carl reported keckii growingJn the screes 
up on the peak. 

We camped that night a.t Indian Springs at the northern base 
of the. Char1es.ton Mountains and hunted for pet.iolatus next 
morning. but everything wu burned brown and we fa11ec,t to find a 
trace of it. .' 

We continue~ northward along the border between Nevada and 
California. passing just to the ~ast of Death Valley. At Lida on 
steep slopes we reaped a bountiful.harvest of floridus. Night 
again found .. us cClIPped on the desert. arid from the,!e we drove into 
the Hawthorne Naval Bas.e at Walker Lake. northeast of Yosemite 
Park. We got a permit to go up into the WasupRange of mountains. 
Here we found rUbicundus and a dwarf, probably meciosus 

We turned around and headed back. east to. Tonopah. On our way 
back we drove off the road looking for .renarius; the road 
followed a wash for a considerable dhtance, but we noted a storm 
brewing in the hills and did not tarry long. We added arenarius 
to our list of failures. 
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Back to Tonopah we filled up with gas and were ready for an 
early start into the Toiyabe Range, little ex,lored or botanized. 
Our f1 rst venture proved to be a box canyon wi th eatoni and 
br1 dgesii. Goi og on up to Twin Rivers, we foundking11 in 
abundance. Ft'Om theamaunt of seed pods and spik~, it appears 
very floriferous. The plant is dwarf, and grew at the base of 
cHffs. 

Farther up we located spec10sus in seed, also a few plants 
of watsonif. Some ftshermen gave us a few trout so we had fish 
for breakfast. I t truly was I swell stream of water and one of 
the camps we hated to leave. 

Na<t morning we went up the other fork a way. but it had 
been heavf1y grazed, sowe turned back and found a dwarf that we 
could not identify. We thought it might be confusus. 

We drove into Austilt. almost in the center of the state, and 
found watsonH on the sulltmit of a mou;ntain. The ranger at 
Altstin. escorted us down to Btg Creek Canyo1t and took us up to the 
Stlminit.in his pickup. I doubt w,hether either of us w111 ever be 
the S8ie after that hair-raiSing ride. A washout tn thesfngle
track road made it necessary to force the left wheels up a 50-
percent slope in order to crowd past. In another place was a 
hairpin turn where we had to back ·uP. wiih all infinity yawning 
beneath us, before w~ could get 1l1"Ou1ld. Well, we may recover, 
but the ranger's floorboard w111 always have dents in it. We 
"chawed" that 1Iight with an old mfner and viStteCi with some sheep 
herders. KtngH grew in thiS canyon also. 

Back to Austin and down to Kingston Canyon. we had a good 
harnst of sJ)!c10sus. From there we headed for Ely fn the 
eutern part . .of levada, and soon ran into pal merf with one plant 
in bloom. a good pink. a certain beauty. Ely is the penstemon 
collect<lr's paradise. I f anyone happens to be going west and 
driVes anywhere near Ely whenpensteinons are bloomi'ng. I'woUldn't 
know where you could get more for;your climb than' there. We 
fOundsfS( specie's on one h11 1 wfthhumilis across the canyon on 
the oPlJOSite slope,a' liine f'ockl> ScrH~ ,al.r1 l was: abundant at' 
the base; all of this in a tMrty-minutewalk fr01ll the town 
itself. 

Walking northwest out of Ely on highway 50. the road to 
Austin. you turn to your left It the' very outskirts of town, 
climb the Clank. and youwHl soon $fe'miser. a dwarf fellow. and 
growing with it will be eonfulus,'a'Httle taller. They extend 
well up the hl1lside. first Offe, then the other, then'boths1de 
by side. Occasionally palmeri intrudes.dwarfingthf first two by 
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comparison. Well up the slope congestus appears. and hundreds of 
the b 1 ue-l eaved plants are to be found growi ng under trees in 
brush and in open patches. Coming to an old mine road. we 
followed ft. Eatoni was growing along it and farther along 
b ri dges 11 made its appearance. Six penstemons. all on one hill. 
were ripe with seed. Needless to say. Carl and I returned laden 
with bags of seed. We put in half a day around there and it was 
a thrill. 

Just a short way out of Ely on the road southwest toward 
Tonopha we saw l<1ngi1. This made eight species in the area. and 
I am sure that if we had had ti me to have scouted. around more. we 
could have turned up some others. Why so many in one spot? The 
only answer I have is that it did not seem to be graled heavily. 
Penstemon lovers. don't mi ss TIl,! 

A 1 ittl e southwest from Ely we stayed all ni ght at Ji m 
Sharp's. a cattle rancher with real western hospitality. Morning 
found us headed for To.ry Peak. about sixty mfles southeast of 
Ely. and the hardest climb of the trip. 11.268 feet elevation. 
We drove as far as we could up a mine road. in fact a half mile 
too far, as we had to back up that far before finding a place 
where we could turn around. leaving the pickup and going on 
foot. we soon were climbing a terrifically steep slope. A 
snowslide had flattened the aspen in the canyon. making a jumble 
of brush that was hard to walk over. Sometimes we had to leave 
the canyon and work up the mountainside in order to get past a 
cliff. Nearing the top we discovered a dwarf penstemon of the 
Glabri Section. presumably a new species. We took specimens for 
both Pennell and Keck. and a1 so collected seeds which were pretty 
green. Growing up on the cliffs was a dwraf Primula. probably a 
new species and Aqui1egia scopulorum in several shades of yellow. 
red. and blue. It was almost dark when we finally arrived back 
at the ranch. a tired pair of fellows but elated with our finds. 

Returning to Ely. we said good bye to Nevada and headed for 
Utah on the road southwest via Garri son and Mil ford; a rough road 
it was. We camped that night almost on pumilis. a dwarf speCies 
growing in a limestone outcrop. 

In the next range. the Mineral Mountains, we found a related 
species. Both of these are rare and we felt fortunate in finding 
them. This one is called concinnus. meaning "neat." 

Reaching Beaver we turned south to Cedar City. then up to 
Cedar Breaks. In the canyon going up we met liophyllus. some 
plants still in bloom. and I fell in love with it. A dark blue, 
it is far ahead of uni1ateralis if the color holds true in 
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gardens. Sorry to say, seeds were none too ripe; I feel sure 
most of it will grow. 

leaving Cedar City we drove to St. George where we had a 
look for ambiguus, but everything was graled off or had burnt up; 
we di dn 't even fi nd a trace of it. 

Going northeast again, we traveled up the canyon that leads 
to Zion National Park. On the way we sacked seeds of a form of 
palmeri. The plants made large clumps with numerous stems. The 
clump from which we took seeds was three feet across and must 
have been several years old. One plant had a spike 7 feet tall. 
The leaves were a shiny green and a sort of gloss made them 
attract; ve . 

Zion is a national park and we COUldn't take plants or seed. 
but we found nothing new so we did not feel quite so bad. The 
wall s in Zion National Park were sheer cliffs of great height. 
In leaving the canyon we passed through a tunnel with many 
openings for a peek out at the canyo.n below. On our way out of 
the Park. we spotted comarrhenus which Carl likes better than 
leiophyllus. The flowers are larger and on longer pedice1s, 
giving better balance. They are not as dark in color. Both 
plants are tall with comarrhenus the taller. 

From Zion National Park we went northeast to Bryce Canyon 
and camped at the campground. We made a tour of Bryce the next 
morning. As far as 1 am concerned. thi s was even more 
impressive, if such a thing is pOSSible, than Grand Canyon. It 
was more colorful though in a different way, and there was much 
more fantastic shape to the formations with huge needles and 
spires of solid rock holding one spellbound. Carl and I took so 
many pictures we ran out of film. A form of caespitosus was 
growing in the park right where folks were tramping all over it. 

S~ing good bye to Bryce. we jogged down to Kanab where we 
caught a palmeri form with scattered bloom almost pure white. We 
also picked up more of eatoni and another form of linarioides 
which seems to be extremely variable. We collected several forms 
of eatoni, also. $uch as undosus. exsertus. and lanceolatus. 

Com; ng back to Bryce. we headed north sixty miles to 
Marysvale. Driving up a canyon from there. we collected a big 
sack of bridgesii seed. It evidentally is a late bloomer or a 
long bloomer or both. Anyway. ripe seeds seemed hard to find. 

We camped in the mountains near a sheep camp and enjoyed 
more of the western hospitality with an invite to liver smothered 
in onions and sourdough biscuits. My only regret was my limited 
capaCity, for it sure tasted good after restaurant fare. 
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Campbell's various brands of soups and. of course. the inevitable 
pork and beans. 

After a good night's sleep we hlt equal to climbing 
Bel knap. 12.132 feet, which reaches up into the bl ue above the 
timberline a little southeast of the center of the state of Utah. 
We were able to drive to a pretty good altitude. leaving us 
quite a long wal k but not so much of a climb in comparison to the 
whole distance. However. I fQund out that a thousand feet or so 
up is different from a thousand feet straight away. We had hiked 
quite a way when Carl turned and said, "You're not in very good 
form tOday." I thought he referred to my huffi ng and puffi ng. 
Finally he sat down and began to laugh for here we had been 
wal king over suffrutescens without my noticing it. Many dwarf 
alpines were growing in the screes above the timberline. 

Coming down the other side of the mountain, having crossed 
over a pass from the head of one canyon into the head of another. 
we caught a plant of comarrhenus in partial flower. Again we 
were chased from the park by storm. and by the time we reached 
the valley. the mountains were shrouded in clouds and rai~ 

On up the line where we drove up a canyon. a road-building 
outfit was heading for a strand of abietunus. We dug a lot of 
plants feeling ourselves in the role of a rescue squad, so to 
speak. Congestus was also plentiful and occasionally we found 
comarrhenu s. 

Continuing on, we pulled into the Wasatch Range in the 
central part of the state, and made another mountain climb into 
the scree above the timberline. A little Silene and a dwarf 
Gentian were in bloom among other plants. We picked quite a bit 
of seed of various alpines. 

From there we drove up to the skyline drive, elevation 
10,000 feet or above for over fifty miles. It was cold up there 
with snow just over the rim, and acre upon acre of aggregatus in 
full bloom. Again I was exceedingly thrilled. The blossoms were 
not 1 arge, but the plant, bei ng of the Proceri Subsecti on. makes 
mats someti mes rods across with hundreds of bloom spikes, mostly 
in pure blue, but sometimes patches would vary into purple or 
lavender tints and light blue. (Note: according to Intermountain 
Flora vol. 11. New York Botanical Garden. this is probably E.:. 
rydbergii var. aggregatus: Ed.). If that good blue holds in 
gardens, it will be one of those capable of massed color effects. 
It is a much 1 arger pl ant in every way than procerus. There were 
no seed up there. of course, but lower down we managed to get 
some although not completely ripe. We ran into subglaber and 
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occasionally whippleanus grew on the banks and cuts while 
aggregatus grew out on the meadows and flats. 

Again the storm clouds came rolling in so we dropped down to 
the valley again. To say these mountain roads get slippery is 
putting it mildly. Being on them after a rain is comparable to a 
novice on roller skates. You hardly know where you are going 
next. and it's very apparent where you want not to go. So it was 
with a huge sigh of relief that we finally leveled out on the 
valley floor, and none too soon. for it really poured with hail 
thrown in for good measure. 

After viewing a colorful parade in Manti celebrating the 
earl y Mormon settlements in Utah, we camped, then set out for 
Provo which is about forty miles south of Salt lake City. At 
Provo we hit another jackpot for seed collectors, harvesting ripe 
seed of sepalulus, platyphyll us. leonardi. cyananthus, and 
garretti. The first four were growing in profusion on steep 
slopes. Sepal usus and leonardii make attractive bushy plants, 
large clumps with numerous arching stems and bluish foliage which 
forms a charming background for lavender and purple beardtongues. 

Being somewhat under the weather and off food. I stuck 
around camp while Carl got a horse and rode up on Timpanogoa. He 
came back with brev1foHus and montanus. 

We had planned to go to Salt lake City. but about all the 
species we were seeking had turned up at Provo and time was 
running out on us. We said good-bye to lovely Provo canyon with 
its wide rushing stream and the pretty waterfalls and headed 
southeast toward Moab. On the way down we picked up the rare and 
little-collected moffatt;i. The seed pods had shattered. but we 
managed to gather a fair amount of seed. 

We made the side trip into the Natural Arches Monument where 
the forces of Nature have carved great arches out of the red 
sandstone formations. Balanced rocks and other curious things 
are to be seen here. 

Reaching Moab. on the eastern border of Utah and about half 
way down the state. we camped on the Colorado River. The cliffs 
along here are high and colorful. The mosquitoes were huge. 
hungry and deadly serious. We soon crawled into our poncho home. 
drew the flap down. and filled the interior with cigarette smoke 
which seemed to bring a measure of relief. 

From Moab we cruised sixty miles south through Monticello to 
Blanding picking up a good harvest of lentus. We drove west from 
Blanding toward Natural Bridges. and I believe this was the most 
crooked road of the trip. We drove thirty miles or so and didn't 
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average over ten to fifteen miles per hOl,lr speed. It took us all 
afternoon. but the results were worth it. giving us seed of 
1entus and a1bif10rus. and plants of!l!!!. They were growing in 
a clay soil. Always there is a certain amount of rock or gravel 
where penstemons grow. I was surprised to note that most species 
were growing in a limestone formation or outcrop of "some kind. I 
am not a geologist, but it seemed so to me. 

Returning to Monticello through Blanding and Moab. we shoved 
off into the southern part of Colorado, our collecting about 
over. We found linarioides coloradensis growing in a clay soil. 
I am quite fond of this one because of its gray foUage and dwarf 
habit. Farther on we found a tall species 10 seed, probably 
strictus. 

From Durango, in the southwest corner of the state, we 
turned north over the Million Dollar Highway thru Silverton and 
Ouray. These are really mountain towns. From Montrose we jogged 
east a long distance to Salida, then north 'through.Leadvil1e and 
over Loveland Pass which is above timber line, We had hoped to 
see a1pinus and perhaps harbouri, but all we spotted was 
whipp1eanus and procerus in green seed. 

At our last camp below the pass at Silverp1um. we hauled out 
our seed harvest and worked it over. stripping some of the pods 
from the stems in order to reduce bulk, packing them in boxes 
with soiled clothes for their continued journey. We then headed 
for Denver and the Union Depot where we ffnally got our precious 
cargo properly tagged and 1n the hands of the express compallY. 
Reluctantly Carl and I said good-bye. 

A strenuous though wonderful 38 days we had traveled, and 
though there were a few disappointments. for the most part w.e 
were successful beyond even my wildest dreams. Over 60 distinct 
species were collected. a great many of them never before grown 
in gardens. The end of a great trip, but the fun hn'.t all over 
yet. Will they accept cultivation? How will they look fn bloom? 
What will I do with them all? Well. that part of the s,tory is to 
be conti nued. 

Somehow words do not frame a very vivid picture of sights 
seen nor express more than a measure of the emotions felt while 
gazing with rapturous excitement at anew plant or standing at 
the base of a mountain or on the rim of a deep canyon or looking 
over half of a state from a high peak. So as the peaks faded out 
of sight, a queer tightness assailed my throat and memories came 
flooding back of the wonderful sights we had beheld. establishing 
more firmly the conviction that we have a wonslerfully wise and 
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thoughtful Creator who could clothe earth with such beauty and 
pl,ace within our reach all of the necessary materials for human 
needs and welfare. 

AMEL PRIEST 
(1985 Trip) 

We left home a little earlier than usual this year on our 
journey to spend the winter in Arizona with the thought in mind 
of seeing a few of the scenic spots of the West, but also of 
perhaps collecting a little seed for the Seed Exchange. 

Our first stop cae 1n the panhandle of Texas on Interstate 
40 near Groom to search for P. a1 bi dus. Seed had al ready 
shattered but I obtained some. This is white-flowered wi th 
purple guidelines tn the throat. 

We di do't try for any more until we reached Flagstaff, 
Arizona. We stayed there three days. and the first day we tried 
for seed of 1 i neari odes compactifol1 us. I took home a chunk of 
this matformer last spring and was not sure of its identity until 
it bloomed this summer. It looks like ~ crandall1t's foliage 
but not the bloom. The small chunk. the stze of my fist, is now 
over a foot across and was a lovely spot of blue fo1tage all 
summer with a few blue-violet flowers in June, not overwhelming 
in that regard, but it is a tidy, compact, solid pancake of blue 
leaves and stems which root as they go. A strange thing about 
this species was a green~leaved form growing right alongside the 
blue; I also took a chunk of it, and the f1 ow ... rs were the same as 
the other. It ma.;!e the same growth as the other one. What 
little seed I got I sent to the ARGS exchange, not really enough 
to list, but I stuck my neck out and promised to send a rooted 
cutting to those who would not be able to receive seed. 

I know it is prObably too soon to highly recommend a plant 
after one year's observance, but from my experience so far I 
woul,d do just that, ,believing it to be a good rock garden plant. 
I do not remember P. 1 inartoides coloradoensts which must be very 
similar, but from what I could gather, it is larger in size. I 
will just have to wait and see. 

P. vir9atus~ also had seed wf11ch had pretty well shattered, 
l1ut I don't feel so badly about that as it is one of the less 
showy sorts. 

,The next day we 'went to SUnset Crater. It is unlawful to 
col1~t Qr remove anything from a National Park, but I obt«ined a 
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permit to collect seed on the Coconino National Forest. It just 
so happened that the most dense stand of ~ clutei is just 
outside the Park. and seed had not shattered so a good harvest 
was made. enough for the APS and the ARGS. The plant grows in 
what looks like pure cinders. and not much grows there except 
thi s pent and a few pine trees scattered about. 

The third day we headed for the Grand Canyon. It tested my 
will power when I walked over to a stand of ~ eatonii loaded 
with seed. I hoped some would show up outside the park. but it 
didn't. However. another pent did; ~ pachyPhyllus was all over 
the place. especially around the villiage. 1 got enough seed for 
the exchange. A still different form of P. linarioides was all 
along the rim. but seeds were scattered and plants were in 
clumps. It does not creep as does ~ linarioidesssp. 
compactifol1 us. ~ barbatus was in evidence and I saw .one plant 
of ~ utahensis. 

Leaving Flagstaff we moved on to Kingman. Arizona. a 
reduction of several thousand feet in elevation: From the 
reference in the New York Botanical Gardens. Intermountain Flora. 
Va 1 !!. I wanted to try for ~ p!tiol atus. so we drove up though 
Las Vegas to Indian Springs. but that is a vast country and we 
left the trailer at Kingman. It is hard enough to find a plant 
if you know the area in which it has been found; needless to say. 
the results were n11. I should have taken another day and 
stopped in Vegas. looked up a herbarium collection. and got a 
locality. Then we would have had something to work from. Some 
day someone will do so and we may get the chance to try growing 
it in our gardens. 

I used better judgement with P. albomarginatus. I went to 
the B.L.M. and. sure enough. they did have a specimen in the 
herbarium whi.ch came from a wash about 30 miles south of Kingman 
and off the road on a rough di rt read. I found the wash and 
walked up it a ways and finally noticed new growth in patches 
between sage and rabbit brush. The leaves are thick and the edge 
is whi tish. not on top or bottom. just tfte very edge. I was 
disappointed because deer or burros had grazed it and, while 
stems were there. I could not find a single seed pod of any kind. 
even in and around the cactus. I did the next best thing and dug 
some plants. The plan~ is stoloniferous and deep rooted growing 
in pure sand. If I can get the plants to live. they will 
probably not be winter hardy. as Octi110 and Joshua trees were 
allover the place. The Mohave Desert is a far cry from Iowa 
cornfields. 
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One more stoP. the Oatman road south of Kingman. After 
reaching the mountains. you go up a canyon. over a pass and down 
Ulrough a ghost mining area to Oatman where pellets are sold to 
feed the w 114 Burros that patrol the streets. They will eat out 
of your hand much to the delight of the tourists. 

Comming up the canyon I found ~ bridgesii. I)OW called ~ 
rostrif1 orus. Growing along with it was P. barbatus. but seeds 
were scarce and not enough for the exchange. I did dig a few 
plants. 

Am so ended a small collecting trip that brought back many 
memories. 

(Editor's Note: Ame1 did not know that I was going to repeat his 
trip with Dr. Worth which was made in 1947. You can imagine his 
memories of al most 40 years ago as he retraced some of the 
earlier trip. 80th accounts are inspirationall) 

DAVENPORT TRIPS, 1985 
by 

Betty Davenport 

Weather in Pasco has been unusual this year; due to a late 
spring. the desert. was slow to c~me alhe. It was late Ma.rch 
before the first plants started to grow. It soon became evident 
that the plants were affected by the drought as they were dwarfed 
and flowers were scarce and smal). On some palnts such as 
lupines. there was almost no seed; however. Lomattum and Brodiaea 
dougla.sii were avctn.'e. 

We have not made many trips this year. On one trip in May 
to the Quilomene Game Range to c~eck on the Whiskey Dick ~ 
richardsonU and P.gair4MrU. Rjchard$onfi was growing well and 
app.eared to .be on its way to early bloom. ~gairdnerii was in 
bloom. but the she and number of flowers was 1 ess than in 1984. 

We made another M..fY trip when we learned t~atheavy 
equipment was to be moved into . the area in tha Saddle M:Guntains 
where my unknown pent wasgro~j"9. We decided to. go rescue some 
6f the plants.· We founG tM pent had at least dO!Abled in allOunt 
sfnce our last.visft, witftlllany pJants growing along the sides of 
the road. I decided to coHect these phnts but leave those 
growing on the cliffs. I keyed the penstemon out again--I came 
up with P. eriantheru, var. whitedii. 

A couple ye_rs ago I planted seed of my ·unknown" along with 
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f.:. e ri anthus and f.:. humil i s seeds obtai ned from the APS seed 
exchange. All three bloomed this summer. The "unknown" is 
completely different from ~ humilis, while the "unknown" and f.:. 
eriantherus are very similar. The "unknown" is slightly smaller 
with the flowers in shades of blue and lavender, while 
eriantherus was pink-lavender. After studying my material again 
I deci ded the "unknown" must be eriantherus var. whi tedi i. Both 
died after blooming. Approximately 2/3 of the plants I brought 
down are alive at this time (Aug 1985). 

I brougnt cuttings of Eriophylum lanatum (Oregon Sunshine), 
Salvia dorri (Purple Sage), Mondarella odortissma (Western Balm) 
and an unknown. All four have bloomed for me and I was able to 
gather some seed from the first three. 

Our next trip was to Clelum to spend a day with the 
Padavichs. Birdie and Frank took us to see rupicola, fruticosus, 
their hybrids and serrulatus. I learned a great deal about 
native flora from Birdie. I need to learn more about the 
Oasanthera penstemons as I only see ~ fruticosus in most of our 
travels. I find the Oasantheras slow to grow. Plants started in 
1982 have still not bloomed. 

Our main camping trip occured in July when we camped out in 
Central Idaho for four days. We left Pasco early Friday morning, 
drove to lewiston, Idaho, and then south on Highway 95. leaving 
lewiston ~ venustus began to appear along rocky clfffsides. 
From previous trips I know that f.:. deustus also grows in the same 
area, but it was not apparent as it had bloomed already. ~ 
venustus was with us until we left Whitebird Hill. On Whitebird 
Hill a few plants that appeared to be ~ triphyllus were seen and 
~ venustus had died out. At Riggins, Idaho we turned east along 
the Sal mon river; a few patches of f.:. cusickii appeared, but it 
had mostly finished bloomin~ 

At Forest Road 1/ 221 we turned north heading for the site of 
Florence, Idaho. Near looking Glass. ~ cusickii and ~ 
triphyllus are similar and could be mistaken for each other. 
Oi fferences are that ~ cusicki i has only two 1 eaves per 
internode, the staminode is bared and the leaves are enti re, 
while f.:. triphyllus has three leaves per internode, the staminode 
is heavily bearded, and the leaves are serrate. 

Climbing higher, large patches of ~ wilcoxif appeared. We 
then dropped down where signs of mi ni ng appeared in the area. We 
spent the ni ght here. Our campsite had 1 arge amounts of ~ 
globosus, mostly bloomed out, and Pedicularis groenlandica in 
bloom. Pedicularis groenlandica grew along the edge of the creek 
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with many of the plants in water. This area was in full sun most 
of the day. 

Saturday morning we drove to Florence; all that is left of 
the once thriving gold town is a dilapidated cabin, deep pits, 
and the cemetery. Second-growth timber covers most of the pits. 
The forest service maintains the cemetery and has a sign 
indicating the town site. A Proceri penstemon was growing around 
and in the cemetery. It was not in bloom so I was not able to 
identify it. 

leaving Florence behind, we started to climb to Nut Basi~ 
As we neared the timberline, around a bend in the road we came 
upon a p lanti ng of Rumex species, Mi mulus lewfsi, P. globosus and 
Aremiaspecies. This planting is one of those special sights that 
we have seen on our trips. Words do not convey the beauty of the 
grow th, and anyone woul d love to have it in thei r garden. Our 
photos do not do it justice. 

Nut Basin was the only time on our trip that we were above 
the timberline, yet, we were over 5000 feet most of the time. 
There we found a miniature Eriogonum species and more Aremfa. 
Remains of a stone foundation were found, and Hat's Point was 
visible from there. Around a bend in the road, we startled a 
four-point buck that was lying along side of the road. 

From there we drove back to Riggins, south to New Meadows, 
then north to McCall and Payette lakes. Along the west side of 
Payette lake we found P. venustus in its entire leaf form that is 
mentioned in the early Bulletins. f=.. fruticosus was growing in 
places on the rocky hillsides. We continued north along the 
Payette river finding more f=.. venustus. fruticosus and globosus 
along the roadside. In one place we found ~ attenuatus that was 
just finishing blooming. We camped that night in an open meadow. 
finding Cirsium foliosum (Elk Thistle) for the first time. and a 
large amount of ~ globosus. That evening an elk pussy-toed 
across the openi n~ 

The next morning we drove back to Payette lake and followed 
the road around the north and east end of the lake looking for a 
road to the mountains to the east. There are large amounts of P. 
venustus and fruticosus along this road. The fruticosus here is 
different from that found in Washington. The leaf edge is 
slightly toothed, but not entire as it is in the Wenatchee 
Mountains of Washington. After a couple of false starts. we 
found our road. Passing little Payette lake we found another 
enti re 1 eaf Hu!!!il es subsecti on pent. This appears to be a 
different pent from what I have found elsewhere; it was out of 
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bloom so identification must wait. 
Continuing up the road we found more fruticosus and 

additional patches of the Humiles pent. We . reached the area 
where the Bulletin had reported members' finding t.. montanus ssp. 
idahoensi s 30 years ago. Robert parked the car as I nott ced our 
first plant on the hillside. This plant had only a couple of 
flowers. The leaves were oblong, entire blue-grey, and they 
looked and felt like felt. Robert began taking photos, and I 
started to explore the region. There were large slabs of granite 
rock all around. 

First I found a patch of t.. globosus below an enormous slab 
of granite. Climbing the rock I began to find ~montanus ssp. 
idahoensis growing between the cracks. Most of it was not 
blooming. However, the flowers of those that were blooming were 
pale pink and the sepal s were very puberulent. Eventually, I 
found a couple of plants in bloom They were growing between 
cracks in the granite mulched with a decaying pine tree. We were 
to find ~ montanus. ssp. idahoensis growing on all the granite 
rock we explored. 

It was nice to locate a strand of this species that was 
first mentioned 30 years ago. I hope the next 30 years will still 
find it growing in this area. We found some plants growing in 
the so11 with heavy bloom. I found some seed pods that I thought 
might give seed if placed in sugar water. 

We returned to McCall, then back to Riggins and located 
Slate Creek Road. We did not find any pents until we were almost 
at the top of the ri dge. Here we found a Hum 11 es type that had 
bloomed. A little farther along we found large amounts of ~ 
wl1coxii or a1bertfnus. This pent is similar to that we found 
near looking Glass Butte , but slightly different. All along 
this road we found this pent, but most of it had bloomed. 

That evening we camped in a logged-over area. P. globosus 
was here in large amounts; many large healthy plants were 
located. 

We saw the Western Tanager several times, hummingbirds, 
go 1 dfi nches, b 1 uebi rds and a fa mily of woodpeckers. The next 
morning we came out of the mountains near Grangeville, Idaho and 
started home, regretting that our adventure was over for this 
time. 

The middle of August found us exploring the area around 
M1 sery Springs in the Washington Bl ue Mountai ns. After an 
approxi mate1 y three-hour drive through easternWashi ngton dryland 
wheat, we entered the Umatilla National Forest. The drought was 
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evident throughout the area and there were only a few flowers in 
bloom. Many had failed to set seed. At one place we stopped to 
check seed pods of ~ venustus and found them not ripe; we 
discoveredP. deustus with.seed pods. To my . surprise and delight 
large patches of ~ fruti cosus var. serratus were found, and 
later we saw them on most of the cliffs. I collected a few seed 
pods and we continued our drive. later, we stopped for lunch. 
There was aProceri which I feel is probably P. attenuatus plus a 
couple of plants of t.. fruticosus var. serratus hybrid. leaves 
were blue-grey and seed pods were larger than normal. Across the 
road was a large plant of P. fruticosus var. serratus loaded with 
ri pe seed. Al so, near here was a large amount of Monardell a 
odortissma(Western Balm) in bloom with some seed. 

Our journey continued and we missed the road to Misery 
Mountain; Robert decided to turn back and I asked him to stop at 
an a rea so I cou1 d gathe r f.L attenuatueseed. I took a short 
walk to an opening on the c11ff and there was a gem of a place. 
We must return in July to see it in its glory. There were plants 
of P. attenuatus, pennellianus. Aremia species, two eriogonums, 
Gilla aggregata and some composites. What else had bloomed and 
di sappeared is hard to say. On the return trip we stopped at an 
area of ~ venustus to gather seed. and as so often happens, ~ 
deustus was also growing in the area. 

At this time I looked forward to a seed gathering trip to 
the Colockrun region on labor Day. It was a disappointment as 
the area showed the effects of the drought. There were no seeds 
at all of the Whiskey Dick P. rfchardsonH;we could find no sign 
of ~ glandulpsUs var. chelanensfs . or P. gairdenerii; 
P. fruticosus had a l1ttle seed. 

In an area where a pond pccursand we had previously found 
a lot of bulb plants. the pond was dry and there was no sign of 
the bul bs. A low-growing dai sy or. aster was seen around the 
edges of the dried pond. A covey ofchuckers was flushed, and a 
small flock of bluebirds was sighted. The sagebrush looked dead;. 
the plants were dormant waiting for the next moisture tp return 
to 1 ife. 

The middle of September we drpve down US 359 to Hesperia. 
Cal ifornfa. We found only pne pent north pf John Day which I am 
unable to identify. Much of the flpra was interesting alpng the 
way. and it was frustrating not to have more time to exp1pre 
areas we passed through. 

From Hesperia we drove to Prescott and Sedonh. Arizonia. 
We were able to see much of the sputhern desert's unique flora. 
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Arizona is beautiful and their highways a delight to drive. Some 
plants that caught my eye were Bear Grass, different from that 
found in the Northwest, Giant Reed, Desert Willow, Bird of 
Paridise, a shrub, Ocotillo leafing out and giant Chollas. One 
cannot forget the Joshua tree, Saguara and Yucca. Between 
Prescott and Sedonia were large plants of Agave. Blooming were 
Western Sunflower, Desert Marigold, Datura, Coyote Melon, 
Ence10psis, a yellow daisy, Trumpet Bush and Snake Weed. 

LOOEWICK TRIPS, 1985 

We made fewer trips this year due to several months spent 
~tting over some health problems. The Northwest meeting at Reno 
was our first real outing, and a fine one, but what we saw there 
is reported el sewhere. 

Right after that meeting, with one day at home between, we 
went back to northern California (through heavy forest fire 
smoke) to meet Jack and Betty Guggol1. The four of us spent an 
evening studying maps, then started up the next morning into the 
Sierra foothills. After losing ourselves several times on steep 
dirt logging roads, we found the lookout tower we'd aimed for, 
and started searching for Penstemon personatus. This is the 
species (the only one contained in subgenus Cryptostemon) that 
was thought extinct until sightings were reported recently. 

Bet~ found the first one in an opening, Robin another under 
firs, and then a number of plants in full bloom showed up. We 
took pictures, made drawings and pressed a single stalk. 

A number of colonies of ~ personatus have been found 
scattered over an area of about 2000 square miles. They are 
threatened by logging and grazing, but have some protection (not 
enougJ) provided by government agenci E'S. The plants are 
surprising--rather fragile with broad thin leaves and an airy 
small-flowered inflorescence. The corolla is not merely closed 
at the lip; the bottom of the throat is flattened against the top 
its whole length • . What kind of pollinator can this fit? 

The next day we stopped at Medford, Oregon, to show the 
pressed plant to Dr. David Keck. He was delighted; although he 
~scribed the species in 1936. he had never seen it fresh. He 
annotated the sheet. and had hi s picture taken doi ng so. The 
speci men is now in the collection of the University of Oregon 
herbari tID. 

Ore more day-long tri p took us out to harvest seed for the 
exchange. I n late August we drove up Dead Horse Grade and over 
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McKenzie Pass. collecting from stands of ~ euglaucus in pumice 
slopes and ~ davidsoni1 in lava beds, then going down to Cold 
Spring campgrounds on the east side for lunch among the aspens. 
Along the way we looked for ~ speciosus and ~ humil is but 
found only one or two clumps, none with seed. Drought was most 
to bla me for that though road construction blocked off the spot 
where they grow best. Coming back over Santiam Pass. we stopped 
at Sawyer's Ice Cave for ~ cardwell11 and again at Fish Lake 
campground where ~ serrulatus and a large colony of ~ procerus 
brachyanthus were in seed. A final stop at Sahalie Falls netted 
us Nothochelone nemorosa seed which we almost never found before. 
With all the seed from the garden, that should make enough to 
send to the seed exchange. 

~ It:.fU(IS 

Amel Priest, Peru, Iowa 

Old Mother Nature played an April fools joke on us here in 
Iowa this year. The weather proceeded directly from winter into 
summer. Temperatures were in the 80's and even 90 one day. and 
it proved to be the dri es t April on record. The penstemons 
didn't seem to mind though. An interesting comparison was that 
last year ~ secundiflorus started blooming on May 20, but this 
year it was in bloom April 26, over three weeks ahead of last 
year; this is a sizeable difference. This erratic weather also 
wrecked my seeding program. We generally get home from Arizona. 
where we spend the winter. the last week of March with quite a 
few freezes left to cold stratify the seeds which I plant in pots 
and leave outsi~. Since it did not freeze. there was almost no 
germination--only about three pots out of 30--a real flopl The 
dry weather was more like home to most of the pents for they 
bl0100med glorious1 y. 

P. crandall i ssp. procumbens was the first to bloom on April 24 
and it was soon a sheet of color, a nice pleasing blue. 

~ caespitosus opened about the same time but with sparse bloom. 
smaller than cranda1lii and with more purple. 

~ attenuatus started blooming the first of May, a real nice 
bhe. The flowers on the cluster heads are small. but there 
are a lot of them so it makes a splash of color. 
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~ globosus must have about exhausted itself last year. I believe 
the clusterheads can handle a bit more moisture than somp of 
thp other types. I think the dry weather had its effect for 
neither P. globosu s nor P. eugl acu s made much of a show. 

P. procerus var. formosus and ~ procerus ssp. tolmiei. Neither 
had a "smigen" of bloom. 

~ aridus is a cute little scamp only 4" high with nicp dark blue 
flowers. but they arp too small to be real showy and too few 
for a good splash of color. 

P. confertus was its old dependable sel f with many stems of 1 ight 
yellQrt flowers. 

~ £!!l! has something of the form and habit of ~ angustifolius 
as I remember it. with fairly large pretty blue flowers on 
arching stems. beautiful and showy. 

~ ovatus started blooming May 6 and last year started blooming 
May 26. but it was not as robust as last year. The bloom is 
a very nice blue on thp ordpr of ~ stric tus but earli er and 
ron-secund. (Blooms in verticil lasters). It came to me 
labeled ~ palmeri which it in no way resemblps. The blue 
is a good cl ear color and it produced some seed so we'll see 
if it comes true. 

~ s trictus 'Bandera' - At the Midwest APS meeting they gave out 
sepds of this selection. supposedly the blue form. and I 
planted some in a pot and set the pot in the freezer for a 
week. Now I have a bunch of seedlings here in mid-July that 
I hope will carry through to the fall rains in September and 
get established before the ground freezes. 

P. austral is which I purchased from Woodlandprs of Aiken. S.C. 
was new to me. It di d not get a fai r shake for. with thp 
spring so dry. I failed to water it as much as I should. It 
apppared to be much like P. hirsutus. 

~ ~~allii - My old plant died. but the new plants from 
Woodlanders and some from the APS plant sale look good. I 
hope I can find a way of keeping it more than onp year as 
the rosey-purpl e blooms are very decorative. (Editor's 
rote: That is the general nature of smallii. It self-sows 
r£'adlly and blooms from first-year plants. usually better 
than from old plants.) 

~ haydenii - I was elated with this species for it b~oomed 
profusel y. The ste m 1 eaves wi den as they progress up the 
stem. Those protecti ng the flowpr are wi de and cup up as 
though to shi el d the blossom s from the bl owi ng sand. It is 
very interpsting to me to note that the leaf bracts are 
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directl y above each other in tiers as a Japanesp Pagoda. 
On one stalk I counted 15 such tiers. There were two 
co 1 ors: a mil ~ blue and a rosey la vender. 

~ oklahomensi s. P. strictus. and P. grandiflorus (purple) all 
did their thing just before mid-May. 

~ hirsutus - I have always been partial to white-faced cattle so 
I cannot help liking all the forms of this species with 
their shining white faces. 

~ j amesii was collected along Interstate 40 east of Al buquerque 
and bears large laverder flowers with purple guidelines 
runni ng full 1 ength of the peta 1 sand back into the throat. 
The whole plant has woolly stems. leaves and flowers. An 
odd thing I've never noticed in other penstemon's corollas 
is that when you look directly into the face. the bloom 
looks almost square. The two upper petals are larger than 
the lower ones. so the top two are the same width as the 
three lower petal s which al so extend straight down and not at 
an angle sideways as most species. Intermountain Flora Vol 
11 doesn't illustrate but one corolla that is similar and 
that is ~ miser on page 409; it is an Oregon species. 

~ whippl eanus is probably the darkest colored penstemon. It has 
dart purple or maroon blossoms. about the same color as the 
so called black tulip or black iris. 

'Prairie Dusk' - George Yingling sent me two plants of this 
cul tivar • I assumed they were probab ly seedli ngs he had 
grown. Anyway. they proved to be quite different in form. 
One was 6· taller than the other and narrowly secund. The 
other one was widely secund with blossoms more than half-way 
around the stem. about triple the number on the other and 
also a little deeper in color. a red purple. (Editor's note: 
these were open pollinated). 

~ pinffol ius came to our garden about five years ago from Lambs' 
Nursery in Washingtm. It has decumbent stems lying on the 
ground. but when I visited Plants of the Southwest. in Santa 
Fe. I saw pinifolius that was erect in hemispherical mounds 
with many stems and double the heigth of my old plants. I 
be li eve they had a greater amount of blossoms and had a 
longer blooming period. 

~dissectus had long intrigued me since I had seen its 
description in the Identiffer. I wrote several letters and 
ffnall y located plants at ·Woodlanders· 1128 Colleton Ave •• 
A f ken. SC 29801 (Mr. R obert McCartney. member of the APS). 
It really is a fern-leaved penstemon. The blossoms are 
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lavender with white in the throat. and it looks as if some 
one stuffed a snowflake with a five-pointed star down the 
center of each petal. not quite as distinct on the upper 
petals. thougJ. There were only a few scattered blossoms. 
but if it were established it would be very attractive with 
the added feature of the fern-like leaves. 

f:.. palmeri - I have six plants from Plants of the Southwest. The 
foliage is blue. the leaves serrated. the stems 4' tall. 
f10were a light pink and scented; it is still blooming. 
The p1 ants put up a si ng1e stem at first. then. about the 
time the buds were forming. new shoots started from the base. 
T he flow ers are not nuJilerous. 

f:.. 1 anceo1 atus comes from the Guadalupe Mountains. Texas and New 
Mexioo. Ithas long narrow linear leaves that are cupped or 
folded up. Corn leaves do that for the reason that alight 
rain wi 11 run down the leaves and in the crease then down the 
stalk to concentrate the moisture around the roots. I do not 
know whether that works with thi s penstemon or not. There is 
genera11 y a reason for the odd thi ngs that Mother Nature 
does. Theflowers are shaped different 1y from other species 
and are scar1 et red. 

f:.. barbatus - From Plants of the Southwest I got six plants of f:.. 
pseudospectabi li s that turned out to be P. barbatus. and I 
mean giant barbatus.--beautiful!. I measured a stalk and it 
was four feet tall with side stalks that measured two and 
one-half feet in length; not just one but several with 
hundreds of blossoms that were open at one time. and it is 
still blooming in spite of our dry weather. I noted that the 
seed excahnge had a giant barbatus listed; however. my seeds 
from that source did not germinate--I am sorry about that! 

P. pseudospectabfli s - In a flat of barbatus plants there were a 
few different looking plants with serrated leaves so I asked 
the lady who waited on me about this. She gave me one and it 
proved to be ~pseudospectabi1is. It is in bloom at the 
present ti me with deep rose-pi nk flowers. The p1 ant shoots a 
lot of stems that arch up and out. An estab1 i shed plant 
would be beautiful to behold. 

f:.. cobaea 15. triflorus - I had 8 or 10 plants from seed from the 
seed exchange. T hey proved to have different shades of pi nk 
with some no different than cobaea. There was one that was a 
stunner with rich pink flowers. There was one sterile 
shoot. so I nipped it off and stuck it in sand. still green 
after a month. so I'm sure it has struck. even though it has 
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not shown any sign of new growth. 
~ l1narioides - This one is from Point of Rocks. Prescot. Arizona 

and is blooming now with its purple flowers. The Identifier 
gives ~ linarioides ssp. com pac tifo1 ius as occuring near 
Flagstaff. NM and, sure enough, it does. Compactifolius is 
indeed that with mats about 2" high. solid. attractive and, 
of all things. in two color phases. There was at F1 agstaff a 
mat of blue-gray and not two feet away there was another mat 
of dark green. You'd sware they could not be tha same thing. 
but the flowers were the same. It seemed strange to me. A 
small chunk of each came home with me. and the same variation 
in foliage color still remains in them in my garden. The 
worst drawback is that there are few flowers. Even though 
they have been blooming here at home for a month. only two or 
three of the stems have but a few flowers per stem. Perhaps 
next spring they will improve and become more f10riferous--we 
hope. 

f:.. cardinal is is dark red and one might describe it as vivid red 
The flower shape is much different and the foliage is b1ue
green. It might become a favorite. 

~ speciosu s was bought from Plants of the Southwest and it is 
another enigma. It does not look like any of the G1abri I 
have ever seen. In fact. I COUldn't believe it was even a 
penstemon. and I di d not until it bloomed It looked more 
like a tumbleweed than anything else. It put out growth 
from every node and side spike and also shoots such that 
there was a mass of fo11 age which was greyi sh. One or two 
flowers grew at a node. The buds were yellow and turned 
browni sh-purp1e, but opened purple. The corollas were 
penstemon. no doubt about that. The anthers were horseshoe 
shaped. The above description sounds more like a species 
from the S accanthera group. but I woul d not bet on it. 

o!. multif10rus was the last to bloom and had white tinted, pinkish
lavender flowers. It also puts out side shoots from the 
leafnode. 

f:.. ambiguus I almost forgot. My plants were small and I obtained 
them from Plants of the Southwest but they didn't have time to 
grow much, just enough to make me look forward to next year. 
A sizeable clump covered with light pink flowers would be 
quite showy. Actually, the plant looks moore like a phlox or 
a flax than a penstemon. 
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George Yingling sent me a plant that was labeled ~ 
azureus. I have grown f:. azureus and it has blue foliage as well 
as blue flowers with leaves that are smooth. This one has 
toothed leaves with purple flowers, and I don't have it 
identified yet. (Editors note: I grew these plants from seed that 
were labeled ~ azureus but they obviously are not. I had the 
same experience as Amel. I do not know what they are). 

When we came past Plants of the Southwest at Santa Fe, NM on 
the way back from Arizona, we picked up some of their potted 
plants of~ alamosensi sand f:. eatoni. Both bloomed the first of 
May with about the same shade of firey red, but the corollas are 
very different in shape. After b 1 oomi ng f:. eatoni promptly di e d. 
F or some reason I have never had any 1 uck with it; it generally 
expires even before it blooms. I cannot figure out why for it 
gets the same tender loving care as the rest of the "tribe." 

~ alamosensis is an endemic growing only in Alamo Canyon in 
New Mexico so I was surprised to find they were growing it at 
Santa Fe. I was tickled to be able to get a start of this rare 
plant--I don't know if it will be hardy here. The corolla is 
about the shape and size of ~ ~ and has the same habit of 
growing at the tip producing more bloom as it grows talle~ It 
is, therefo~, a long-blooming species. Another added feature is 
that the foliage is blue. If hardy it will be a good addition to 
our garden and much more amiable than f:. eatonii, at least for 
me • 

Well, that concludes the penstemon parade. I don't know 
when I've enjoyed a parade more. With so many new ones and the 
variety and differences in growth habit I have observed make it 
exciting and interesting. When I get to thinking of all the 
great variety to be found in the penstemon family, the great 
question comes--why? I guess the answer can be found in the 
scriptures where it says: "Solomon, in all his glory, was not 
arrayed as one of these." 

Ted Hodoba, Albuquerque, NM, July, 1985 

This spring was simply grand in New Mexico. The wildflowers 
have been spectacul ar. I was 1 ucky enough to take a coupl e of 
weekend camping trips in southeastern and southwestern New Mexico 
in the Chihuahuan Desert area. On the way down to Carlsbad, the 
road goes through the Capitan Mountai ns, where ~ fendl eri wa s 
blooming along the roadside. 

In the Peloncillo Mountains of southwestern New Mexico, 
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supemus was in bloom in an area called Skeleton Canyon. One 
plant had bloom stalks over five feet tall! Skeleton Canyon 
acquired its name from the bodies of 15 Mexican bandits who were 
ambushed there by local s and left to rot as a warning to other 
Mexi cans not to use the canyon for thei r escapades. Thi s was 
evidently in the latter part of the 1800's. Geronimo also 
surrendered at the mouth of the canyon. It's an interesting area 
both in fauna and flora, with a definite Mexican influence. Many 
hummingbi rds come into thi s area and the nei ghbori ng Chi ricauhuas 
of Arizona, and no where e1 se in the U.S. There are a1 so 
java1ina, coatimundis. and even an occasional Mexican parrot and 
coppery-tailed trogon. Its remoteness has kept the area pretty 

wild. 

The following is a list of some of the penstemons that 
bloomed this spring and some that are blooming now: 

P. superbus - over 100 bloom stalks on three plants. The 
hummingbirds love it. It is also one of the earliest, 
blooming in April • 

~ pseudospectabilis - pretty pink flowers, but tends to get 
tall and knocked over by our strong winds. 

f:. strictus - the first pent I bought and responsible for the 
ensuing disease, penstemania. I have this original plant 
with me yeti it's over three feet across, and has well over 
100 bloom sta1 ks each year. 

P. cobaea - did very well this year for me. They seem to require 
more water than they look. Erma Pilz and others are finding f:. 
cdbaea around the state, although it's not been reported from 
here before. This year with all the moisture. people are 
seeing things they have'nt seen for years or things which 
they've never seen beforel To hear people talk. rains like 
this past winter/spring happen once or twice in a century. 

f:.hirsutus and hirsutus minimus - both did very well. I like 
minimus; for a small plant it sure puts out the blossoms. 

f:. canescens - another easterner which did well. I planted all 
of these in partial shade in a more enriched soil than 
planted the southwesterners. 

f:. bamatus - I have red and yellow barbatus. The yellow 
barbatu s I started from seed from the exchange. Some of the 
plants were yellow, some red, some the most beautiful wine 
color, and one was very weird. It had both yellow and wine
colored flower stalks on one plant! 
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f.:.. discolor - this little pent from Arizona does well for me. 
It's not very showy, but has a nice little flower. 

f.:.. ~ - this northerner is not the largest plant nor very 
i nteresti ng as far as fol i age and form, but the flowers are 
very pretty. 

P. angustifolius - this native produced both blue and pink 
flowers on diff~rent plants. 

f.:.. ambiguus - This is in bloom right now in both the wild and in 
my garden. It grows along the freeways here in town and in 
masses south of Albuquerque. It is a delicate, airy, showy 
plant, very drought tol era nt, and grows bes tin hot, sandy 
areas. 

P. campanulatus - this is blooming profusely right now. For 
those grow i ng kunthii, thi s does well under the same 
conditions for me. The foliage is similar to ~kunthii, 
except the plants get about a foot taller. It's a large, 
bushy plant and blooms the first year from seed for me. 

f.:.. palmeri - up to four feet high, very easy to grow here. I had 
one of a very nice pink; usually they are pretty pale. 

~ confertus - I liked this one. It's spreading nicely and I 
like the flower form and color. 

~ davidsonii. cardwellii. deustus, fruticosus - the 
northwesterners - all have done very well and are beautifully 
green, nice little shrubs. I'm pleased at how weB they've 
done, but frank ly I'm disappointed in the flowers. Perhaps 
there are prettier forms than the ones I bought. 

f.:..alpinus and brandegii - very similar and perhaps the same 
species (different subspecies). I like brandegii much 
better; it's an upright sturdy plant whilef.:.. alpinus tended 
to be floppy in my garden. It also tended to be a deeper 
blue. 

f.:.. u nil ateralis (now properly named ~ vi rgatus var. asa-grayi) -
new to me. I really liked this one also. The lavender 
flowers were beautiful and dense. 

~ teucrioides - I bought one in Boulder at the pent conference 
and two more locally. They formed a dense mat quickly and 
were covered very solidly with light blue flowers. 

f.:.. caespitosus - similar to f.:.. teucrioides but it did not flower 
as prolificall y. 

f.:.. spectabilis - the large, blue flowers were pretty, but the 
plant itself was a show-stopper--it grew very large and 
produced lots and lots of flower stalks. 

42 

P. grandiflorus - grew very large with purple flowers. I like 
it, but it doesn't seem happy; they were a little slow to 
start. 

f.:.. digitalis and digitalis 'Husker red' - I liked both of these, 
al though 'Husker Red' was a show-stopper. Many of the 
people who came to see the garden this year were very 
interested in it. These plants are rather woodsy in feeling 
for New Mexico, and it's nice to have plants which are so 
1 eafy green and fafrl y drought tolerant. 

f.:.. jamesfi - they grew very large, much larger than usual in both 
flower sta1 k size and flower size. 

f.:.. pinifolius - these native shrubbies are among the easy ones to 
grow here. I like them all year round for their foliage. 

Kenneth & Robin lodewick, Eugene, OR 

This was the year of more plants and more flowering than 
ever before. (I twas a1 so a year of summt'r heat and drought 
which may have damaged some of our old standbys. but we hope 
their seedlings take over.) First we'll list the species that 
flowered since they are fully1dentified. Those that st111 have 
some blooms in late September have an asterisk(*) after the name. 

Penstemo n barretUae. £.!e s2:B.Q.!!t!. £.!!!!.J!.!nu 1 a tJt! *. 
cardwellii. confertus*. crandallii. davidsonii ssp. davidsonii. 
digital1 s, discolor*. dhsectus. euglaucus. frutfcosus ssp. 
frut1cosus. fruticosus ssp. serratus 'Holly'. globosus. hirsutus 
ssp. hirsutus. h1rsutus ssp. minfmus*. mul tif1orus*. neotericus*. 
ovatus. peck11. parvulus. 2inifol1us. platyphyllus. procerus ssp. 
brachyanthus. procerus ssp. procerus. pruinosus. richardsoni i 
var. richardsonii, rupicola, small11 , triphyllus, tubaeflorus, 
venustus, virgatus. whippleanus, wilcoxi1. 

Penstemon relatives that flowered for us are Chelone 
obl1qua*; Nothochelone nemorosa; Keck1ella anthirrhinoides, 
cord1fol1a andcorymb6sa. (The last four species were formerly 
called Penstemon. Chelone fs the genus in which all Penstemons 
were once included. It has fascinating flowers.) Two species 
have not yet bloomed but we are sure of the identification by the 
foliage: ~ davidsonii ssp. menziesl1 and haydenii (the blowout 
penstemon ). 

Here is a second list of plants that have not flowered yet. 
Some are in pots, others are several years old but too small to 
bloom. Many of them are probably not what they are labeled 
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Penstemon a1bertinus. a1pinus. angustifoHus. e11ipticus. 
glandu10sus. grandif10rus. grinnelll1. hallfi. jamesii. kunthii. 
1aetus ssp. saggitatus. 1inarioides. !!!ontanus. ne!!berryi. 
ok1ahomensi s, pennellianu s (or payettensis--i t will be hard to 
tell which even after it b loo",s). pseudospectabili s. rostrif10rus 
(formerly bridgesfi), r~tundifolius, rubicundus, rydbergii. 
secundif10rus, sepal ul us. serru1atus. speciosus. spectabilis, 
strictu sand virens. 

Six plants are "unidentified." One is labeled "praecox 
nana", which name does not occur in Penstemon Nomenc1 ature or 
elsewhere. In botanical terms. a "nomen nudum." One, Ramona 
Osburn wants identified. One from the Desert Botanical Garden 
and one from the seed exchange labeled only "Mexican." 

Maybe you noticed that Penstemon rotundi fo1 ius does not 
appear in the Identif1e~ We left it out as non-existant! Now 
that we have a plant possibly coming up from seed given by Dr. 
Straw. we will have to add it. 

Seed can turn out odd whether from seed exchanges or from 
commercial growers. Our three extra f:.- hirsutus minimus plants 
came from seed labeled ~ alpinus. ja",esii and vireosl The 
surpri se was on us. though, with ~ triphyll us. The sterile 
shoots produced broad. toothy, opposite leaves rather like ~ 
richardson;1. We thought, even if it was Betty Davenport who 
gave it to us, something must be wrong. Then the flowering 
shoots appeared-~and it turns out that they are .what . bear the 
narrow leaves in threes and .fours that the species is named for. 

One more interesting thing has been the change in color of 
~ neotericus. In full summer bloom the corollas were an intense 
blue-purple, almost blue. Now. in fall, the flower color is just 
as intense a red-purple. 

And as for how we go about identifying these species. 
please, dear friends. don~ believe the typo that crept into our 
article on "What Is a Penstemon?"--we NEVER try to identify a 
penstemon without a magnifying glassl (And sometimes have to 
give up even then.) 

Betty Davenport, Pasco, WA. 

In-the garden I have had both successes and disappointments 
this year. I had several species bloom for the first time and 
good seed production. Last January I started 40 penstemon 
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species. I used a baggie. placed approximately 1 teaspoon of 
moist vermiculite in it. added the seed, sealed and labeled the 
baggies. All went into the refrigerator for a period of six 
weeks. At this ti me I washed the vermiculite and seed mixture 
onto my flats and placed all the flats in the co1dframe. Usually 
I need to water once a day to keep the tops of the flats wet. I 
seeded heavil y any pent that I thought might grow at our roadside 
planting (Operation Wildflower). 

I had good germinaUon of 19 species and at least one plant 
in 19 others. Rembering a trick I used on large succulent seed, 
I decided to try it with P. pennellianus seed. First I rubbed 
the seed between two sheets of medium sandpaper; the seeds were 
then treated as my other seeds. I now have 15 healthy seedlings 
of~ penne11ianus; all my other attempts were either weak plants 
that died or no germination. 

One of my disappointments was with my seed flats. I managed 
to drop the lid of the cold frame on the P. richardsonfi flat. I 
had seeded it heavily for Operation Wildflower; now I have only a 
few plants instead of the number I wanted. Another 
disappointment came when plants of a1pinus and cyananthus 
bloomed; they turned out to be the same as. the plants I have been 
growing as serrulatus. I do have seedlings of a1pinus var. 
brandegi i so I will see that one next year. Plants of ~ 
gairdeneri have lived through the summer and do not look as if 
they will make it this winter. 

Some of my successes this year are that P. haydenff is still 
alive even if it did not bloom. I was pleased with .&. parvu1us?, 
~ virgatus var. asa-grayf (formerly unilateralis). Scharf 
hybrids, P. strictu.s and Bruce .Meyers' Mexican t\ybrids. 

P. parv.ulus?--Seed came in a robin from Ramona Osburn. My plants 
are a low creeping shrub, leaves are round, entire and b1ue
grey. Flowers are shades of blUe and about 1/2 inch in 
1 ength. It is a reall y charming small plant for the border 
or rockery. 

t.. virgatus var.asa-gr!Yi --I love the sky-blue. large secund 
flowers. The flower stalks were striking in my pent beds. 
New rosettes have been set for next year's bloom. Leaves 
are gray-green and entire. Seed came from the APS seed 
exchange. 

Scharf's Hybrids--Seed came in from Jean Erickson. I'm favorably 
impressed with the uniformity of form, height, shape, and 
deep color tones. Colors range from pink. red and blue. 
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There was one bi -color that caught my eye. Another was 
a 1 ove1 y pi nk that had non-secund flowers. The hei ght was 
approxi mate1 y 18 inches and I had repeat bloom. 

~ strictus--Seed came in a robin from Erma Pilz. It had a 
10vel y blue secund inflorescence and was approximately 18 
inches tall. One plant was pink. 

~ whipp1eanus--I have not made up my mind on this one. I 
love the evergreen rosettes and the deep wine color of the 
flowers thi s year; however, the bell was narrow and you 
almost could not see the flower. Bloom was sparse and 
perhaps with more bloom I will like it better. Seed came 
from the APS seed exchange. 

Bruce Meyers' Mexican hybrids continue as a favorite of mine. 
Work here is needed to select better forms and color. 

like the late summer bloom. They are evergreen down to 
around lO-degrees and roots are hardy. Color ranges from 
pink, red, magenta and deep purple. There are two main 
types of bells; one is a slender bell with deeper color 
guidelines; the other has a better bell with a white throat. 
The lips of this bell are equal size and placement around the 
throat showing its relationship to ~ parryi. 

Hybrids are beginning to appear in my garden. Nothing of 
any spech1 merit; more of interest and worthy of study. The 
first is from Bruce Meyers' Mexicanas. The plant appears in the 
middle of the open field, a section where I had done a lot of 
burning and the ashes were very deep. It survived one of our 
coldest winters there. Forms of leaves and stems are good. 
Flowers are average, pink with deeper guidelines. It might be a 
good parent; seed will be open-pollinated and kept separated 

One of the hybrids is probably a cross of ~ speciosus and 
bamatus. The flowers remind me of ~ pennellianus and are sky
blue, height about 12 inches. Leaves are round in size and shape 
as for pennellianus and are also similar to barbatus leaves. 
This plant has wintered out in the open; seeds are available from 
me • 

The third one looks like a miniature barbatus. It is about 
16 inches high, flowers are red and the leaves are the usual 
bamatus type. I have moved this plant to two different spots to 
see if the flowers will remain tiny jewels. 

One of these hybri ds bloomed in 1 ate August and September 
and is now setting seeds. The inflorescence and flower form 
remind me of triphyllus with height about 8 inches and leaves 
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blue-grey, about 1-1/2 inches wide and 4 to 6 inches long, the 
edges serrate similar to richardsonif or possibly venustus. 

Last year I gave my neighbor a plant of a barbatus hybrid 
This year, on a visit to her garden, I noticed a penstemon with 
dark blue-grey leaves. I asked her about it and noticed that the 
thyrus was similar to serru1atus rather than barbatus. My 
neighbor said the flowers were light blue; I must get a start 
from her. 

Late thi s month (October) the Di strict Garden Cl ub wi 11 make 
a highway planting. I have been growing plants for it since last 
January. All plants are in special styrofoam blocks developed 
for Operation Wildflower. Each flat can contain over 100 plants. 
I have nice flats containing seedlings of ~ venustus, barbatus, 
wi lcoxii, ovatus, and erianthus' var. ~hited11. There are 
approximately 250 to 300 pents that will be planted; seeds of 
other pents will be scattered. We will be planting approximately 
600 seedlings in all. 

Ramona Osburn, Jacksonville, OR 

I t was exciting to have P. purpusii bloom this year, if only 
with one stalk. It has attractive gray pubescent leaves and 
lavender-violet flowers. My one ~ cyaneus bloomed a vivid blue. 
~ secundiflorus, g.rown from cuttings collected in Colorado, is a 
good pi nk color with gray leaves. ~ heterophyllus bloomed 
rather lightly this year. Its bright blue is a.lways welcome. 
I've put ~ speciosus on a dry bank where it rarely gets water. 
The plants we.re smaller than usual, perhaps due to our dry 
spri ng. ~ fruticosus var. serratu.s, nice dwarf plants, are 
growing in a rocky, semi-shaded area and bloomed prolifically, 
whereas Vat. 'Holly' was more stingy with its bloom. 

About two weeks ago several of us had a field trip to 
Whiskey Peak in the Sfskiyous. High up in the rocks grows a P. 
rupico1 a hybrid in various shades of lavender and purple. No 
other hybrid penstemon grows near it. but further up the mountain 
near the Lookout, there is a g()()d bit ()f P. cardwell1i. not in 
b 100m that day. but friends brought me some cuttings a couple of 
days ago. WhfskeyPeak is noted for 'I ts Lewisia cotyledon. Some 
were in full bloom. and some were just coming out. 

Rachel Snyder, Prairie Villiage, KS 

As things turned out this spring. I grew six different kinds 
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of penstemon seeds. From APS was 'Continental', ~ tubaeflorus, 
Henry hybrids, and f:.. grandiflorus hybrid From the American 
Rock Garden Society I obtained seeds of a dwarf digitalis, and 
from Betty Davenport seeds of a ~ barbatus hybri d 

All of these came up well and have made a lot of seedlings. 
I wonder what those 'Continental s' really are and where they came 
from. (Editor's Note--'Continental' is a Bruce Meyers hybrid and 
was listed in the 1980 Seed Exchange in two forms: Meyers' 87-
104,hirsutus-hirs. min.-smallii xhirsutus-richardsonii, and 78-
168,hirsutu s xrichardsonii. The seeds were in short supply and 
he was anxious to maintain seed supply.) 

Anyway, in this seed flat is a wide variety, in appearance, 
of plants. Some are tall and stemmy with peach-like foliage, 
lightl y toothed. Others are tubby little things that look like 
t.. digitalis. If this is a hybrid it is a wildy varying one. 
(Editor's Note--My experience is similar and I am fascinated with 
it. I am attempting to make selections). 

The ~ tubaeflorus from the Society are the strongest 
seedlings I have ever seen for this species, and I really look 
forward to seeing what they will do in the garden. The barbatus 
hybrids from Betty Davenport's seeds look very promising. 

I t is pent bloom time here this very minute, and some have 
been flowering the last two weeks. I doubt many will still be in 
bloom at the farm next week when the Midwest group visits, but I 
did take some pictures when the patch was at its height, so they 
can see what it looked like. For a young planting it had quite a 
lot of color. Even though at least half of all plants I set out 
there last summer and fall died in the drought, there still are a 
lot left. Some of James Taylor's plants from his f:.. oklahomensis 
crosses have been interesting. He and Betty, his wife, visited 
my patch two weeks ago to look at them. More interesting than 
beautiful would be a fair way to describe them, as the bells are 
small, the plants disease prone (some of them), and the colors 
di ngy. 0 nl y one or two were as cl ean a white as the f:.. 
oklahomensis parent. Others had various tinges of lavender. He 
had crossed this with tenuisand/orhlrsutus. if I remember right. 

James also gave me some of his crosses of the North Platte 
type, and those have all been good--short, erect spikes of bright 
colors--some spikes secund (one sided) and some filled all the 
way around with strappy foliage, all healthy, shining and the 
plants spreadi ng into low mats. 

In addition, the patch contains a lot of hirsutus and 
hirsutus hybrids (according to James), some digitalis 'White 
Queen', many ~ grandfflorus in pink, lavender, purple and rose, 

48 

some with guidelines in the throats. There is tubaeflorus and 
cobaea, and some young plants of murrayanus that I grew last year 
to replace those killed by the preceeding winte~ There are also 
a fe.w strictus that made it through the preceding winter to my 
surprise, but it will be a miracle if they make it thro!Jgh this. 
summer. 

Among the self-sown seedlings, I found one plant that is 
unusual because of its very tiny bells, the smallest I have ever 
seen on any penstemon. They remind me of coral bell s, they are 
so small, and the color actually was a clean pale coral pink. It 
must be a seedling of t.. hirsutus, judging from its location, but 
is unique because of these airy little flowers. Have any of you 
known of a tiny flowered type like this? 

I mulched the penstemon patch late last fall with hay (late 
season bromegraJs) to relieve the heavi,g problem and also 
washing over winter, as the garden is on. a slope. It worked 
pretty well, and this spring when plants began coming up through 
the mulch, I decided to leave it alone so it is still there and 
seems to have been an improvement. I was afraid the brome might 
seed in (it can be a terrible weed) but so far no problem. 

Elizabeth Miller, Wrightwood, CA 

I t has been a good year for penstemons ~o bloom. Everything 
has bloomed at least once this ye.ar except some seedlings I 
started 1 ast year. I picked ~e . s~edfro.m a plant that looked 
like a penstemon 1 ocatednear Goodsprf ngs, Nevada. It looks a 
lot 1 ike t.. palmeri, but I won't know until it blooms. I have 
several plants of . ~ palmeri o.ve.r in a dry corner along with a 
few ~ clevelandii ~-all doing nicely and blooming over a long 
period again this year. 

My ~ cardwellii both ~ and alba were lovely. Al so f:.. 
crandalli i ssp. procumbens. pinifolius, .and caespitosus, blooming 
among the rocks, I think are my favorites. Both f:.. euglacus and 
humilis bloomed for the first time this year. Both are bright 
and colorful. Another penstemon that bloomed for the first time 
was f:. whippleanus. It is quite different, a dark purple with 
white guidelines that bloomed for several weeks. I can't decfde 
whether I li ke it or not. 

My biggest disappointment was the seeds. I finally located 
some Pro-Mix and used it for all my seeds this year. Not one of 
my penstemons germinated. Some of my other seeds germi nated but 
not very well. I. put them back. under the deck agafn--maybe next 
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year they will germinate. 
I have some interesting hybrids growing in my yard One is 

among the ~ palmeri in the dry corner with P. clevelandf1. ~ 
fl ori dus and ~ k unthii. Perhaps hybri dis not the right term. 
Anyway, the plant and foliage look like palmeri. but the stem was 
shorter and the blossom a lovely blue- purple, shaped like palmeri 
with the long yellow staminode. Also on our walk this spring we 
found a white ~ bridgesi1 with red 11ps--several plants. I 
tried to root some cuttings with no success. I will collect some 
seed, but it probably won't be the same. 

Jack Guggolz, Cloverdale, CA 

Spring is among us! After an unusually dry season since the 
first of the year, we are having a nice warm, dry spring. There 
isn't the profusion of wild flowers we have some years, and many 
flowers are blooming as much as a month early. but there are more 
than enough out thereto keep us busy. 

As for penstemons--~ barrettiae,heterophyll us ~, 
hirsutus, newberryi sonomensis seem to like our dry spring and 
are blooming profusel y. The typical heterophyll us and azureus 
are just starting to bloom in the wild, but are still a few days 
away here. The other later blooming pents seem to be going 
heavil y to greenery where they're bei ng irrigated so just hope 
they'll fonow up with some good bloom, too. 

Most of my seeds are planted in 12" x 12" x 6" deep wooden 
boxes, and al thoughi t has been two years since I've planted 
penstemon seed, the things keep coming up unexpectfdly in strange 
places so I have a lot of uni dentifi ed young plants to plant out 
and wait 'til they bloom to find out what they are. EXciting or 
something! 

James Taylor, Hutchinson, KS 

This has not been a typical year in terms of weather. Early 
last winter we had an ice storm that did a tremendous amount of 
damage to the trees in town. We were without electricity for 
four days and the temperature in the house got down to just below 
50 degrees before we got electricity back. 

This spring Hutchinson had a severe hail storm. OUr roof 
was totaled but we were out of town so our car wasn't damaged 
The hail was large but not as damaging as one might expect to a 
garden. The hail stones were hitting about six inches apart so 
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small plants were commonly not hurt unless they took a direct 
hit. Most of the hailstones hit between plants. 

The spring came about two weeks early which had good and bad 
points. On the good side it meant that I had lots of blooming 
plants to take to a wfl dflower conference in Oklahoma. On the 
bad side it meant that the peak of penstemon bloom had passed by 
the time school was out so I was not able to make many of the 
crosses I would have otherwise made. (James teaches biology in a 
j uni or college.) 

I was involved in two major penstemon related projects this 
year. I ga ve a talk entftl ed Taming the Wild Penstemon at a 
wildflower conference at Chickasha, Oklahoma. The talk tried to 
say that in the prairie states we need to grow adapted plants, 
such as the penstemon, rather than struggl ing to grow plants 
better adapted to the more moist parts of the country. After the 
talk I was allowed to sell penstemon seedlings and to pass out 
information on the APS. My wife and I sold approximately 300 
seedlings and Signed up eight new members to the APS, and 
distributed a lot of literature on the Society. George Yingling 
provided me with information on the Society for me to distribute. 

This spring Panayoti and I had an interesting project going. 
I wrote to Gardens fo All magazine and offered free seed to 
anyone who sent me a self addressed stamped envelope. Panayoti 
provided P. strictus seed and I provided ~ digitalis and ~ 
euglaucus seed. We got requests for seed from 124 people in 40 
states~ With each request I sent a brochure on the society just 
in case any of them might be interested in joining. I have no 
idea how many dfd jOin,but I know it was at least one since I 
got a letter from her telling me that she had joined 

To most gardeners the word penstemon is still a word that is 
new to them. Both of these projects were designed to get more 
people to try growing pents, because until they have grown them, 
there is not much reason for them tOjoi n the APS. I was qui te 
pleased with how both projects went and I hope I can come up with 
some other ideas on how to get the word out about penstemon. 

This summer was quite mixed in terms of success with 
penstemah At the Midwest regional meeting in Denver I purchased 
a fair variety of plants and they bloomed this spring: 

P. attenuatus--One plant was especially nice and I saved seed 
from ft. 

P. palmeri-This one was a disappointment to me. I knew it would 
be tall but I had not expected it to blow over as easily as 

51 



it di d. The plant seemed weak and poorly adapted to the 
area where it was being grown. I started some seedlings of 
it thi s spri ng and w ill see if they do any better for me. 

Hyacinth flowered--These bloomed beautifully, but the majority of 
the plants died shortly after blooming for no apparent 

reason. 
t.. euglaucus--When I first got started with penstemon and read 

the information provided to beginners by the APS, I got the 
impression that the pents in the subsection Proceri would be 
ha rd to grow and were not recommended for begi nners. I 
thi nk that is not a tall true. I have grown t.. euglaucus 
for years and it is a favori te of mi ne. 

Also this year I have grown ~ confertus and t.. rydbergii from 
seed. The P. confertus tried to bloom well into the summer so 
was not di scouraged by hi gh summer temperatures. I expect t.. 
confertu sand f:.. rydbergi i to put on qui te a show next year. 

I thi nk many do not grow plants in the Proceri group because 
the flower size is smaller than that of the other sections, but I 
have found them to be quite worthwhile where a lower sort of 
ground cover type is desi red. 

George Yingling, Dayton, OH 

As in other parts of the country, we had an early spring and 
the pents bloomed approximately two to three weeks early. This 
turned out to be a fortunate circumstance for the penstemons at 
Cox Arboretum were in bloom at the time of our Spring Festival. 
I sold at least 150 seedlings and could have sold 500 more, but 
that was all I had available. The rainbow of color in the two 
display patches attracted much attention. Comments on a few are 
as follows (at Cox Arboretum) . 

Smallii. On a slight slope next to Springboro Pike, which runs 
past the Arboretum, I had 100 plants in back of which were 
25 ~ calacosus (white). The effect was stunning. Smal1ii 
grows well here, and although it is short-lived from 
blooming so hard, it self-sows readily producing many plants 
the following year . 

In a curved bed back of a small rock garden was a mixture of 
penstemons containing, in addition to 25 smallii: 
Grandifl orus. Both deep purple and light lavender varieties, 

mixed, along with pink, red, coral and white hybrids. These 
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tend to have leaf spots because of the moisture we get, and 
about hal f of them die each year. I keep replacements 
coming to replace the dead ones. The seeds germi nate 
readily with stratification. 

Hyacinth Flowered. A mixture of red, pink, purple and 
variegated blue-purple approximately 18" tall. They bloomed 
for a long time and bloomed again but not as much after I 
collected seeds and cut them back. These had endured a hard 
freeze (-19 F) but under snow cover. Most of them have 
survived • 

Tubaefl orus. A brilliant pure white, rather sparse of bloom but, 
wi th a dozen or more, provide outstanding accent in the 
garden . This is one of the best border whites. 

Marshall Hybrids. I have always like these for they are easy to 
grow and last quite well here. The colors are mixed ranging 
from rErl, pink and coral to purples and blue-purple. I have 
lost track of Marshall's 'identification numbers, but the 
bees do their own crossing so ••••• 

Cobaea. These have large white blooms with pink guide-lines and 
tend to bloom later then the others. They flop a bit here 
but are beautiful penstemons. 

Strictus. These are big sturdy plants but the flowers are not 
the nice blue I have seen in some in the West. The bloom is 
a variegated purple-blue. 

Barbatus. Reds, pinks, yellows and coral. Grouped in a dozen 
or more, the effect is stunning. One of my favorites and 
one of the first I grew years ago. 

Anza Hybrids. One of Myrtle Hebert's findings, a big sturdy 
plant that grows well here and similar to strictus. I have 
not tried to key it out. 

Hirsutus. Native to this area and easy to grow. Self-sows 
readil y. I have both the medi u m tall and dwarf types. One 
plant in the rock garden has lived for five years and 
usually has approximately 125 blooming stems with flowers a 
good purple, not pale, with white limbs (faces). 

Ovatus. The best blue in the garden but rather tentative here. 
I keep seedlings p coming each year to replace those that 
die. I like it ••• but then I like them all! 

am runni ng out of space so I will 1 ist a few of the 
"shrubbies." Cardwell ii, cardwelli i rosea?, fruticosus serratus 
'Holly', 'Crystal', rupicola alba, pinifolfus and a rupicola 
hybrid are growing well. The rupicola hybrid puzzles me for it 
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is growing well but has not bloomed. It does not have the 
typical rupicola leaf, for the leaves are narrow, almost like 
broad pine needles but not as long. I question whether it is a 
rupi co 1 a. 

Rose Sigurdson, Ethridge, HT 

We had a very dry year in 1984, depleting the subsoil 
moisture, with col d temperatures and very little snow in the 
winter of 1984-85. This year, 1985, we had an early warm spring 
with practically no moisture until latE' May and in June, when we 
got a little over 3 inches during this time. The grain crops 
came up but with no more moisture and with hot weather they soon 
stopped growing, and most of the crops in the area were a near
failure or a total failure. Luckily, most farmers had the All
Risk Crop Insurance so we had some money in the fall. With the 
lack of moisture, we had hordes of grasshoppers. These insects 
thrive in this kind of weather condition, and with very little 
grass to feed 00, they moved into the grain fields and the garden 
and yards. 

~ nitidus bloomed early and well because of the warm spring 
weather. The grasshoppers, which don't usually 11 ke pents 
if there is something else to chew on, ate nitidus off to 
the ground during July. After some August rains and quite a 
lot of rain in September, nitidus has small sprouts and I'm 
hoping it will make it through to spring. 

P. s trictus grew up from its root and made a good showi ng before 
thE' heat and grasshoppers finished it off above the ground. 
I t has not shown any fall growth 1 ike some of the others. 

's askatoon' hybrids-A few came up and showed a few blooms but soon 
died down. I don't know whether they will make it or not. 

'Flathead Lake' hybrid-I had one plant, a tubular scarlet bloom, 
that died down early in the year, never blooming, but I see 
it has put out new growth this fall. 

I did not water these plants as any new growth during the 
grasshopper season was promptl y E'atE'n. These insects even cut 

,every leaf off the lilac tree, mowed down thE' petunias and all 
other flowering plants except for some of the more bitter wild 
composi tes, sages etc. Then we had a snowstorm and col d 
temperature down to 2 degrees above zero the Hrst few days of 
October which seems to have finished off the grasshoppers. I 
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have not seen one since and it has warmed up to 70 degrees for a 
day or two. Now we need a late cold, wet spell in late spring to 
kill the ones that will be hatching then. 

Meanwhile, I had planted pent seeds in May in a sterile 
growing mix which came ina kit for growing herbs. I planted 7 
different kinds of pent seeds; ~ attenuatus, cream colored, .t. 
attenuatus, blue and Scharf 'Saskatoon' hybrids, pink. These 
seeds I had grown myself but only the 'Saskatoon' hybrids came 
up. I also planted r.:. strictus seed from the American 
Horticulture Society and P. 'Flathead Lake' hybrid from the APS. 
Trese seeds came up. Bette Peterson sent some seeds around in 
Robi n #15, ~ richardsonii and r.:. kunthi i which were planted. 
K unth i i di d not come up. 

June 12 I transplanted some of the little seedlings into 
small pots. When they were growing well, I attempted to set them 
out in their little pots in a plant tray to get used to the 
outsi<i?, but it was so hot, dry and windy that they could not 
take the outside. I continued to raise them inside in a sunny 
window. As they are mostly all biennials and do not grow very 
tall the first year, they did pretty well. A few died because I 
did not water soon enough a few times, but I had three strictus, 
three 'Flathead Lake' hybrids, two richardsonii and one Scharf 
's askatoon' hybrid. 

I have had good luck setting out plants around the first of 
October, but because of the col d weather and snow, I had to wai t 
until October 19. Tre ground is still warm and I hope all the 
rain and snow has washed the Triox, a weed killer we have used, 
out of thE' ground so it will not affect their growth. I cut the 
top and bottom from 2 1 b coffee cans and pushed them into the 
ground around each plant to protect them, espeCially from the 
strong winds. So far they look very good. I hope the weather 
stays warm enough for them to get well rooted before wi nter. 

This does not seem like very much penstemon news, not many 
plants anyway, but it may give some members an idea of the 
tenacity of pents under poor growing conditions. 
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CUSTOM WILDFLOWER PHOTOS 

Scenery Close-ups 
Environmental Flowers 

Slides or Prints 

Robert R. Davenport, 2013 Rd. 44, Pasco, WA 99301 
Phone; 509-547-0603 

I,' . American ,
the 

. . rtock Garden Societ~ 
offers 

QUARTERLY BULLETIN - SEED EXCHANGE 
COWRED SIJDE IJBRARY - BOOK LIBRARY 

NATIONAL. REGIONAL AND CHAPTERMEETlNG~ 

featuring 
STUDY WEEKEND. PLANT SHOWS. GARDEN TOURS, 

PLANT AND BOOK SALES 

apply to 

B uffy Parker, Secretary 
American Rock Garden Soci~ty 

15 fairmade Rd. 
Darrien, CT 06820 

o Member" $IS.OO/year 
D Patron" $50.00 
o Ufe Member $250.00 (individual) 
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